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The nearest Karen village to Toungoo is Lay-myoung, signifying a field on an ar- 
tificial water-course ; 80 named from a passage that had been dug from one point of 
t @ stream that meanders through the level lands, to facilitate the escape of the waters 

\ when swelled from the mountains above. 
i “The ficld’’ is a fine extent of fertile paddy-land, with knolls of laterite rocks lift- 
“i ing themselves a few feet above the plains on the eastern margin. Here many years 
i ago was a large village of Mopgha Karens, the tribe that inhabits the first range of 
mountains which bound the lgw lands on the east. The location being a favorable 
i one for the agriculturists, the _ aa came and settled among them and usurped 
possession. The two races have so intermingled, that of upwards of forty houses 
now scattered about in the village, thirty-three families are a mixture of Burmese 
and Karen, in which the Karen element sometimes so predominates, that the people 
cannot be distinguished from pure-blooded Karens ; while in other instances they 
look like unmixed Burmans. 

When we first came to Toungoo, in 1853, some of these villagers visited us ; and, 
though a few were attentive listeners, none decided to accept the truth. As they 
were so near town, we were particularly anxious to find an opening to establish the 
worship of God among them. But our efforts and those of Quala and the other as- 

sistants resulted in nothing. 

On our return from America, early in 1857, we found the people just as we left 
them. But while Mrs. Mason was building the Institute, the people visited her oc- 
casionally, and one night an elephant which the Karens had brought in to drag 
timber for the building, was missing. Search was made for it every day, but with- 
out success. There were reasons, however, to believe that it had been carried off by 
Karens from Lay-myoung, though a fruitless search had been made in their village. 
The owners came to Mrs. Mason with the usual Karen question, ‘* What shall we do?’’ 
She sent for one of the prominent men in the village, with whom she was acquainted ; 
told him it was pretty clear his people had stolen the elephant; though the evidence 
was not yet forthcoming, yet the probabilities were that the thing would be brought 
home to them ultimately. Still, if they would bring back the elephant, she would 
give them fifty rupees, and engage that they should not be prosecuted for the theft. 
In less than twenty-four hours the elephant was brought back, the fifty rupees paid, 
and the thieves safe in Mrs. Mason’s pledged word that they should not be molested. 
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Wherever the Burmese go they carry their religion—these Karens are all Buddh- 
ists—and their morals too; for the Lay-myoung Karens are the greatest rogues in 
all the Karen country. Yet it was for just such people that Christ died, and we 
have ever been anxious to set up the worship of God among them. 

The Karens have often said to me that their ancestors ruled over all the land on 
the east down to the river; but as they never had done so since the English occupied 
the country, I had no hope of their claim ever being admitted. Recently, however, 
when it became necessary to appoint a new headman for half of the district, the 
Karen chiefs of the nearest villages on the hills brought me a map of the country, 
which they kept hid in a hollow tree, on which the boundaries of their territory 
were marked and described in Burmese, from a government document more than a 
quarter of a century old. As English-Indian law regards all persons as the owners 
of the lands they occupy, if they have held undisputed possession for twelve years. I. 
saw no prospect of gaining anything; so I declined representing the case to govern-— 
ment. 

They took their map back sorrowful into the jungles ; but on hearing of Mrs. Ma- 
son’s expected arrival in Rangoon, they concluded to make a last effort to induce 
Mrs. Mason to bring the matter to the notice of Col. Phayre, the Commissioner, and 
wrote me to this effect. Being more hopeful than her husband, as women usually 
are, she advocated their cause with Col. Phayre, and he wrote the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Toungoo. 

After Mrs. Mason's arrival in Toungoo, the Karens brought up their case before 
Capt. Lloyd through Mrs. Mason. He took a favorable view of it, and went out and 
looked at the land and the villages on it. He examined the documents, took the tes- 
timony of the oldest inhabitants, Burman and Karen, and the result was, he decided 
that the jurisdiction of the whole district claimed by ghe Karens rightly belonged to 
them, and ordered it to be restored immediately. A Burmese headman, who had 
worked so hard against the Karens, as detailed in Mrs. Mason’s book, and who had 
been a standing annoyance to the Karen settlers near town, was promptly turned out 
of office, and a Christian Karen chief, Daulay, Mrs. Mason's ‘*minstrel,’’ was made 
headman and collector over the whole land, a district of twelve miles square, embrac- 
ing several Burmese villages, having the Sitang river for its westesm boundary, the 
Karen mountains on the east, a tributary of the Sitang on the north, six miles above 
Toungoo, and Thonhyekhat creek, an equal distance south. 

Thus the Karens not only got justice, but in this instance obtained it without 
that curse which so often makes it not worth having, the cost being more than its . 
worth—‘‘the law’s delay.’’ This is the most important political boon that has yet 
been conceded to the Karens by the English government ; and the Karens now rule 
from the Sitang across the mountains to the Salwen. They owe this to Capt. Lloyd, 
the first government officer who has acquired the Karen language. 

Mrs. Mason having succeeded so well in the accomplishment of this object, we 
thought it a most favorable opportunity to erect an altar for God in Lay-myoung. 
Having then unsettled one of our most energetic Bghai assistants, who had recently 
returned from Karenee, we proposed to him to take his family there, and spend a 
year in the village as best he could, going from house to house in the district, and 
conducting regular Sabbath services. He cheerfully embraced the offer, and the ex- 
periment is now in full operation. 

Something certainly has been gained ; for a few assemble with the assistant every 
Sabbath, and his wife, one of Mrs. Mason’s best Bghai pupils, is doing what she can 
among the women and children ; and a week ago she brought in two heads of families, 
who expressed their determination to cast off idolatry and worship God. Others are 
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favorable ; but many oppose and abuse those who give any attention to Christianity. 
And organized opposition in a small village is a much more serious affair than in a 
large town. 

So we rejoice with trembling, for very possibly our efforts will come to nought, to 
human view ; for where missionaries work the hardest, they often meet with the least 
apparent success. When their efforts are successful, they usually succeed in such @ 
way that it is impossible for them to take any glory to themselves, or attribute it 
before God to their own labors. Still the command is, ‘‘In the morning sow thy 
seed, and in the evening withhold not thy hand ;’’ and in the spirit of obedience we 
now sow in Lay-myoung; leaving it for God to say whether it shall prosper or not. 

Buddhism offers a hard front, wherever it lifts its face. Excepting Mohammedan- 
ism, it proves more invulnerable to missionary effort than any other system of error 
on earth. Still something is accomplished ; and I think that the influence the Karen 
Christians exert on the Buddhists is equal to the labors of one missionary. 

While in the Tenasserim provinces, I often had occasion to notice the good influ- 
ence they exerted on the Burmese settled near them; and I have seen it yet more 
here. One of our Karen magistrates is a Shan, well versed in Buddhist literature ; 
but he had been domiciled among the Karens before the introductioa of Christianity. 
He was baptized by Quala, and having led a consistent Christian life, and given sat- 

‘jsfaction to the Karens.as ‘*Na-khan,’’ a messenger, as reported, we recommended 
him for magistrate. 

He has drawn around him some Burmans and Shans, and one Burman who resides 
near him professes to believe in Christ; and a Shan young man in his train gives 
promise of making a preacher. He says he has been a believer for three years; and 
he brought a Burman to me a few days ago, with whom he had been taiking, who 
wanted books and who had heard of the gospel in a Karen neighborhood. Last week 
he brought four little Burmese girls to Mrs. Mason, who, he said, wanted to study. 

We have another Shan Christian among our Karen converts, baptized either by 
Quala or Dumoo, and who was employed awhile with a Karen preacher to go around 
and talk with his countrymen. 

Some of the Burmese settled around the Karens on the Institute grounds are be- 
coming more favorable to the gospel than they formerly were; and now and then a 
Burman woman drops in to Mrs. Mason’s Bible class on Sunday afternoons. Per- 
haps God will yet convert the Buddhists through the Karens; that the glory may 
not be of man, but of God. 
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exceeding loveliness, so that a stranger 
may well exclaim, ‘‘How goodly are thy 


tents, O Jacob !”’ 
We translate from the Missionsblatt for No- 


vember an account of the annual meeting of | 


the Conference of churches in North-western 
Germany, held at lhren, East Friesland, Aug. 
22—25, 1862. 
Annual Meeting of the North Western 
Association, 

In the middle of the quiet village of 
Ihren stands the simple and unadorned 
Baptist chapel. The brethren live around 
in houses surrounded by fruitful gardens, 
like Israel around the ark of the covenant. 
The scene presented to the eye is one of 


Here the delegates came together from 
various places, the day before the meet- 
ing, rejoiced to meet one another again. 
Among the company was the venerable 
br. Oncken, whose coming gave the breth- 
ren peculiar joy. There was a meeting 
at the chapel in the evening, which formed 
a beautiful introduction to the services of 
the succeeding days. 

The delegates met on Friday morning 
at nine o'clock. The day was warm and 
beautiful, and the sun seemed never to 


4 
a 
i 
ia 
‘ee 
i 
4 
fe 


36 Germany. — Letter from W. Haupt. 


shine more cheerfully, as if to remind the 
assembled company of the Sun of right- 
eousness, of whom Malachi says, ‘*There 
is healing beneath his wings.’’ The meet- 
ing was opened with singing and prayer. 

Br. Willms then saluted the brethren 
in the name of the Lord and of thechurch 
at Ihren, founding his remarks on Acts 
20: 283—**Take heed to yourselves, and to 
all the flock over which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God which He hath purchased 
with his own blood.’’ 

Mr. Oncken was unanimously elected 
Moderator, who opened the Conference 
by remarks on the importance of these 
meetings, saying that it was refreshing 
even to see one another's faces. He ad- 
verted to the occurrence in the life of 
Paul, when on his journey to Rome he 
met the brethren at Appii Forum and 
the Three Taverns, and how it is said, 
** W hen Paul saw the brethren, he thanked 
God and took courage.’’ The company 
of brethren inspires courage, of which, 
said he, ‘*we are witnesses.’’ 


Thirty-two delegates were present, from 
Thren, Halsbeck, Jever, Varel, Seefeld, Els- 
fleth, Bremen, Oldenburg, Sage, Hamburg, 
Hanover, Wittingen and Tangstedt. Besides 
these there were forty-two visiting brethren, 
making the whole number of strangers present 
seventy-four, apart from the members of the 
church and others who attended the meetings. 


At the afternoon session, after some 
Other business, the pastors were called on 
for their reports. 

Mr. de Neui reported from Ihren that 
he had made good use of the liberty ob- 
tained after a hard struggle from the gov- 
ernment of Hanover. In his wide field 
he had visited twenty-five outstations and 
held 246 meetings. Fifteen had been 
added to the church by baptism. Present 
total, 288. The outstation of Schwerins- 
dorf, with four or five neighboring places, 
numbers forty-five members, and it is de- 
sirable that they should be formed into 
an independent church. 

The Moderator remarked that it would 
be well to report more minutely on the 
extension of the several stations, the num- 
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bers attending meetings, the activity of 
the members, the distribution of Bibles 
and tracts, &c. The latter ought to be 
more zealously pursued. Every member 
should be provided with tracts for distri- 
bution. The religious periodical also 
should be more widely circulated. The 
churches should all work immediately 
around them, as the missionaries do in 
remoter places. 

Mr. de Neui remarked that there was 
a difficulty in distributing Bibles, because 
the sale of books was under the superin- 
tendence of the magistrate, and only al- 
lowed to booksellers. In two years 8,000 
tracts had been distributed, and he was 
afraid to ask for more, as his money was 
all gone. 

The Moderator requested the brethren 
to state in their reports how much had 
been contributed by the churches for 
missions, tracts, &e. 

Mr. Haupt, of Bremen, spoke of great Mis- 
sionary Societies which during the last year 
had expended large sums of money, but the 
results of their efforts had been very insignifi- 
cant. He then said— 

I have held in Bremen and my ten or 
twelve outstations 240 or 250 meetings, 
some crowded and some thinly attended. 
We ought to extend our lines in Bremen 
and to have a larger place for meetings. 
Several brethren have aided in the preach- 
ing of the word. 

Besides our 120 members, I have visited 
quite as many other families. This I 
deem an important means of doing good, 
because in private conversation a minister 
can enter into the personal wants of the 
people as he cannot in preaching. I have 
made about 1,200 pastoral visits. 

A number of brethren go to the houses 
in Bremen once a fortnight with loan- 
tracts. Others distribute tracts. If we 
had been more active, doubtless more 
might have been done in this department, 
and instead of 1,500, we might perhaps 
have circulated three timesas many. The 
sale of Bibles has been reduced to the 
small total of eighty copies, as several Bible 
Societies have their depositories and col- 
porteurs in and around Bremen. Emi- 
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grants also have been in some instances, 
supplied with tracts ; we have also several 
times been able to bring a number of them 
into our meetings, notwithstanding the 
distance of the place. 

Our Sabbath school, whieh near the 
close of last year had greatly declined, 
about Christmas time received a large in- 
crease. Invitation cards which I entrusted 
to the children increased the number 
from thirty to seventy. Several, it is 
true, soon fell off again, so that we now 
have only about fifty, but these come reg- 
ularly. Three male teachers and one fe- 
male aid me in the work of instruction. 

Through certain friends, among whom 
is a dear old friend of br. Oncken, I have 
been enabled to do something for the poor 
and suffering, and in this way to dispense 
to them the bread of life. 

In promoting the good work I have ob- 
tained from a Christian mechanic some 
old accounts to collect, by which means 
I have obtained something for the cause, 
having it also in my eye to become ac- 
quainted with the people. It is not a 
pleasant employment, but in connection 
with others it has its advantages. 

There are a number of porters within 
my circuit for whom hitherto nothing has 
been done. I have taken pains to go 
among them, and last winter held several 
meetings for their benefit. 

We have also had a singing school. 

The visible result of these labors has 
been the conversion last year of ten, and 
this year of eight souls. Besides con- 
tributions for tracts, the Union, the poor, 
and the support of their own worship, 
the church in Bremen has given the last 
year two hundred rix dollars for mission- 
ary purposes, fifty dollars more than for- 
merly. 

Mr. Thessmacher, of Oldenburg, re- 
ported that his field of labor was Olden- 
burg, including ten outstations, and Sage, 
including six. The attendance at the 
meetings has been generally very good. 
At an outstation recently formed, there 
are from 150 to 200 hearers. Nine have 
been received in Oldenburg and seven in 
Sage,—in all, sixteen. A sewing society 


has been formed. Meetings held, 241: 
tracts distributed, 800; pastoral visite, 
600. 

The church in Jever, reported by Mr. 
Wilkens, has twelve outstations. Mr. 
W. has also spent six weeks in Varel 
and East Friesland. The members have 
not only distributed tracts, but have also 
contributed means to purchase them. 
Six of the sisters have commenced collect- 
ing money regularly for the mission.— 
Twenty-five past and present members of 
the Sabhath school have been hopefully 
converted and received into the church. 
Mr. W. has held 180 meetings in twenty- 
five places, and led from fifty to sixty 
prayer meetings ;-made 800 visits and put 
into circulation 1,500 tracts. 

Mr. Transchel has preached once a 
fortnight at Bremerhaven. Several breth- 
ren distribute loan-tracts, and a young 
woman by meats of them has found the 
way of life. The laborers in that place 
willingly accepted the tracts. A Sabbath 
school has been commenced with thirty 
pupils. 

The outstations of the Seefeld church 
which have been also visited once a fort- 
night are prosperous. A new outstation 
has been formed, at which there is much 
interest. 

Meetings held, 198; visits, 800; tracts 
distributed, 2,000. The Lord’s Supper 
has been celebrated twenty-one times, 
and one has been baptized. 

The Moderator recommended the mis- 
sionary in this field to report at the next 
Conference the number and the names of 
the ships visited ; alsd to distribute tracts 
in foreign languages. 

Mr. Scheve sent his report in writing. 
In Elsfleth and its fourteen outstations he 
has held 200 meetings, made from eight 
to nine hundred visits, and put into cir- 
culation fifty Bibles and Testaments, and 
many other religious books. The Sab- 
bath school is very promising. 


A written report was received from the 
church in Schleswig, which was read on the 
following Monday (which see.) No report 
was sent by Mr. Wegener, from Ludwigslust. 
It appeared that partly owing to timidity and 
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partly to feeble health, this brother had re- 
duced his operations to private meetings in 
his own house. The Committee on this ac- 
count had reduced his support. 

The Conference expressed the wish that the 
brother should in future send in a report as 
long as he received support, and that his sup- 
port should depend upon his compliance with 
this wish. 


The treasurer’s report was read, show- 
ing the receipts to be 1,259 dollars, ex- 
penditures, 1,712; balance due, 453. A 
protracted debate followed on the ques- 
tion, how shall means be obtained to meet 
the necessary demands of the work, and 
to cover the existing debt? 

Mr. Wilkens said the church in W. 
had only sent one dollar the last year to 
the treasury ; nevertheless, they were not 
negligent, but had done more than ever 
before, having supported their minister in 
part, and a missionary entirely. At pres- 
ent, they did not support a missionary, 
but had appointed brethren who were to 
devote a portion of their time to mission- 
ary work. He hoped the next year to be 
able to send fifty dollars. 

Mr. Jansen contributed fifty dollars in 
behalf of thirteen members of one of the 
outstations, and expressed the wish that 
the churches might support their own 
missionaries. The Moderator agreed to 
this, but deemed it better that the sup- 
port of the missionaries should come out 
of the general treasury, that they might 
be more independent. 

Mr. Willms thought the church at 
Ihren could and would do more, if they 
were more impresse@ with a sense of their 
obligation. He had already talked it over 
with the brethren at the outstations, and 
made proposals to which some of them 
had agreed. 

The Moderator related how the breth- 
ren in Hamburg raise contributions. He 
thought the members ought to be stirred 
up to new life and to be permanently 
under the ,influence of Divine grace. 
When we are thoroughly penetrated with 
the power of grace, the mission will be 
supported of itself. 

Mr. Wilkens thought the churches 
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could do more than they themselves sup- 
posed. So it was with the church of 
Wittingen, till they resolved that they 
were under obligation to contribute a 
definite sum. By the sale of vegetables 
they had realized eighty dollars. 

In the evening according to appoint- 
ment, Mr. Haupt preached in the chapel 
to a crowded audience from Matt. 9: 
37, 38. ‘*The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the laborers are few.’’ 

Thus ended the first day of the confer- 
ence—a day rich in blessings. 

Saturday, 8 o'clock, A. M. Opened 
with prayer and the reading of the min- 
utes. 

Mr. Wilkens continued his remarks, 
which were interrupted by the adjourn- 
ment yesterday. He said much could be 
raised by manufacturing articles of utility 
or curiosity in idle hours. Brethren 
from the country could give vegetables. 
At Christmas, when it is custumary to 
give presents, presents might be given 
also to the Lord Jesus through donations 
to the mission ; also on the birth-days of 
children. 

The Moderator remarkcd that the sis- 
ters might do much. In Hamburg there 
is a working society which brought in 
two hundred dollars in a single year. He 
was convinced that many churches needed 
only that it should be suggested to them 
to do the same. 

Mr. Thessmacher said the brethren in 
Sage had missionary sheep ; and whereas 
formerly they used to sell both the lambs 
and the wool, now they used the latter 
for knitting stockings, which bring a 
double profit. 

Mr. F. Oncken said that br. O. had 
collected at Fischerhude alone fifty-eight 
dollars. 

Mr. Haupt remarked that a brother in 
Bremen by regular contributions had col- 
lected thirty dollars in a missionary box 
kept in his house. 

The Moderator then summed up the 
contributions which can be forwarded by 
the churches by increased efforts, showing 
that the treasury could be supplied. 

The Moderator desired further commu- 
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nications : but as the wish was general to 
proceed to other subjects, the Moderator 
consented. 

The first question for discussion was 
proposed by the church in Bremen,— 
Whether unmarried brethren could be 
elected deacons ? 

After several brethren had spoken pro 
and con., the Moderator said, that if the 
passage in 1 Timothy 3rd chapter is a 
command, unconditional obedience must 
be yielded. But his understanding of it 
was different. In the apostolic churches 
there were many, who before their ad- 
mission had not one but several wives ; 
and as it would have been barbarous to 
separate mothers with their children from 
the father, this state of things must have 
been submitted to, not through deficiency 
of discipline, but through necessity. This 
is confirmed by ecclesiastical history. But 
that the apostles did not favor the system 
is evident, because they commanded the 
churches to elect to office only those who, 
if they were married, had but one wife. 

This explanation satistied the brethren, 
and the meeting decided to answer the 
church at Bremen, that properly qualified 
unmarried brethren might be elected dea- 
cons, and that the married state was not 
essential to this office. 

A question of church discipline was here 
proposed, which occupied the residue of the 
session. 


Saturday, P. M., 3 o'clock. After de- 
votional services, Mr. Haupt represented 
that it was necessary for the church in 
Bremen to have a more fitting place of 
worship, and inquired whether it could 
be permitted to him to obtain contribu- 
tions in the churches. 

Mr. de Neui thought a visit to East 
Friesland might be attended by good re- 
sults. 

Several brethren said—‘‘Only come.” 

The Moderator also favors it and pro- 
poses to the Conference to recommend 
this course to the church at Bremen ; the 
proposal was adopted. 

Several questions of local interest were here 
introduced. We presont only the last of the 
number. 


Germany. — Letter from W. Haupt. 39 


What shall be done with members who 
constantly attend the preaching of other 
denominations ? 

The Moderator was of opinion that such 
persons are not well instructed in the Di- 
vine ordinance—‘*‘ Where two or three are 
met together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them,’’—and that they do 
not understand the preciousness of the 
communion which we have one with 
another, even though the preaching may 
not be of so high an order. Hence as it 
is a sin against the word of God, this dis- 
orderly practice may be visited with ex- 
clusion, being extremely injurious to the 
interests of the church. 

Items of local business were then transact- 
ed. In the course of the debates it was stated 
that at Herford there are seventeen brethren 
and sisters who have long desired a pastor, 
and that there is a wide field of labor there. 
One of the brethren proposed the question 
whether it is not better to abandon some of 
the least promising outstations in Oldenburg, 
and to preach instead to the thousands in 
Westphalia the word of God. Five brethren 
were nominated to preach from time to time 
in Herford. At the close, the Conference de- 
termined to hold another session on Monday 
morning. 

The next day was the Sabbath, ‘and 
that Sabbath day was an high day.”” At 
10 A. M., the chapel was filled, and Mr. 
Brown preached from Ps.: 73: 25 — 
‘*¢Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and 
there is none upon earth that I desire be- 
sides Thee.”’ In the afternoon at 3 
o'clock, the chapel was again filled to 
overflowing. Br. Oncken ascended the 
pulpit, and all eyes were fixed upon his 
venerable countenance. Holding the 
hymn book in his hand he said, ‘*Let 
every one sing that can sing, and let those 
who cannot keep silence.’”’ The hymn 
made a deep impression on the whole as- 
sembly. The sermon was from Ps. 16: 
6—*‘The lines are fallen unto me in pleas- 
ant places, yea 1 have a goodly heritage.’’ 
Though he was not entirely well, the dis- 
course exhibited the youthful freshness 
of spirit of the aged veteran, and his lack 
of vigor was not apparent while the stream 


of living water flowed from his lips. The 
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preacher showed 1. what the goodly her- 
itage is ; 2. how it became ours ; 3. what 
obligations are hereby laid upon us. The 
sermon was an hour and three quarters 
long. 

The Lord’s Supper, administered to 
nearly two hundred brethren and sisters, 
was a fit continuation of the heavenly feast 
we had enjoyed. 

After this, br. Oncken exhorted the 
friends in regard to their high calling in 
the world, and especially reminded the 
sisters in an interesting mauner of their 
duty to the cause, We then in the name 
of the delegates thanked the brethren of 
Ihren for their hospitable entertainment 
of the Conference. 

As the darkness came on, the brethren 
separated for their homes. In the even- 
ing they met again in large numbers in 
different houses, where the time was spent 
in singing and conversation. 

Monday,8 o'clock, A.M. After the de- 
votional exercises, in which several breth- 
ren took part, a letter was read from Mr. 
Rode, giving an interesting account of his 
work in Schleswig. During the past 
year he has preached 15 times in twenty- 
five different places, sometimes before 
crowded audiences. With the aid of the 
brethren he has distributed from nine to 
ten thousand tracts, and sold 67 Bibles, 
216 Testaments and 149 other religious 
books. Eight have been added to the 
church by baptism. The church has been 
able to sustain their missionary entirely 
by their own contributions, besides pay- 
ing the expénses of several important mis- 
sionary journeys. They have also paid 
the travelling expenses of three brethren 
who have visited the outstations. 

The Moderator thought the church in 
Schleswig ought to be encouraged to con- 
tribute as formerly to the treasury of the 
Union, for the advantage of the common 
work. 


A revised hymn book was spoken of. One 
of the brethren expressed a desire for more 
hymns for the unconverted. Another sug- 
gested that the members ought to learn more 
tunes. A work by Mr. Wills, recently pub- 
lished, was recommended. 
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Mr. de Neui again mentioned the mis- 
sion in East Friesland, asking if there 
were not brethren who could aid in preach- 
ing the word; but none were able to as- 
sume the responsibility. 

Mr. Remmers desired that the Missions- 
blatt might contain information on mis- 
sionary labor for the Jews, and on Sab- 
bath schools. 

The brethren constituting the Com- 
mittee of the Union (die ordnende Bri- 
der) were then chosen. The same list as 
the preceding year was elected, with the 
provision that in case of a vacancy the 
members in Hamburg should fill it. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the Mod- 
erator and clerk. 

Mr. Oncken expressed his gratitude 
that he had been permitted to enjoy the 
society of his brethren and to preside over 
the meeting to their satisfaction, and 
closed by exhorting them to be faithful in 
their great and delightful work. 

The brethren then joined hands and 
sang together a parting hymn, and br. 
Oncken closed with prayer. 

These were blessed days. The spirit of 
peace prevailed, and harvests of joy were 
gathered. The brethren went home, ani- 
mated and strengthened to embark afresh 
in the great and holy strife, 

** Blessed be the Lord, who only doeth 
wonderful things 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. D——, P——, 


Encouragement in all the Fields. 


P , Nov. 18, 1862.—Our work con- 
tinues to be encouraging. Mr. L—— has 
lately baptized four persons at C——, I 


send the details respecting these baptisms 
in his letter below. 

Mr. B-——, of L——, has also had sev- 
eral baptisms within two or three months. 
You will find herewith a letter from him. 

The church at V-—— continues faith- 
ful. All the friends visited by Mr. C 
greatly regret the departure of this broth- 
er, 80 worthy, 80 devout, and so faithful. 
But, far from being discouraged, they 
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seem to have redoubled their zeal and en- 
ergy, in consequence of being left in part 
to themeelves. 

Last Sabbath, Nov. 9, I had the pleas- 
ure of baptizing three persons at S-——, 
near V——, in presence of a numerous 
and attentive assembly. Many were af- 
fected to tears in witnessing the profession 
of faith made by the candidates,—s» sim- 
ple and truly touching. Several in the 
sume field, long anxiously visited by br. 
C-——., seem near the kingdom of God, if 
they are not already converted. 

At P—— we hope to baptize several at 
the beginning of December. I design to 
inform you of these baptisms and of our 
encouragements, in my report at the close 
of the year. 

Meanwhile, we unite with you in 
thanksgiving, dear brn., for the blessings 
of which, under God, you have been the 
instruments. And we also unite our 
prayers with yours, that God may avert 
from your beloved country the calamities 
of war, and the no leas desolating scourge 
of slavery. 


LETTER FROM MR. 


Sympathy with the United States. 

O——, Nov. 17, 1862.—Be assured 
that with great anxiety we follow, day 
by day, the varying phases of the struggle 
in which you are engaged. We are one 
in spirit with you, and we cease not to 
pray that God may soon grant you a de- 
cided victory, and that to your beloved 
country may be restored that peace so de- 
sirable which you once enjoyed,—the 
Union being maintained, and the land 
delivered from the horrible plague of 
slavery. 

With lively emotion we read the Pres- 
ident's proclamation of Sept. 22d, declar- 
ing slavery abolished in the several States 
which shall be found in arms the first of 
January, 1863. We hope the interven- 
tion proposed by our Government will not 
cause you to lose the advantages which, 
under divine Providence, you have gained 
over the rebellion. 

But however that may be, your cause 


is just and a holy cause; and notwith~ 
standing the difficulties yet to be met, if 
difficulties there are to be, this cause must 
triumph. Take courage then, brethren, 
and possess your souls in patience, re- 
membering that Christ has said,—and it 
is applicable to you,—**In the world ye 
shall have tribulation, but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.”’ 


“Children Walking in the Truth,” 


Notwithstanding all our trials, the 
Lord has been pleased to bless our work 
this year also. I have the joy to state 
that our work has met with encourage- 
ment in our several fields of labor. We 
had here ten candidates baptized last 
spring, and four more at the close of Oc- 
tober. Among others I have had the 
precious privilege of hearing my eldest 
and my youngest daughters confess their 
faith in Jesus Christ, and of seeing them 
unanimously admitted to the church.— 
Yes, my heart leaped for joy, and my eyes 
overflowed with tears of delight. May 
the Lord bring to Himself in like manner 
the other members of my dear family. 


Opposition. 

But why should I not also communi- 
cate to you the trials I have recently en- 
countered? In several villages around 
C-——-, where we have lately had revivals 
by which nine new members have been 
brought into the church, (to be followed, 
I hope, by many more), the curates of 
these places have become greatly excited, 
and have roused up against me the au- 
thorities. The latter accused me of en- 
deavoring to disseminate a new faith. I 
thought it not prudent to enter into a 
controversy with the authorities, and sub- 
mitted in silence. But I soon saw it to 
be necessary to enter into a protest, in 
several journals which have defended our 
cause, against this new manifestation of 
religious intolerance. I hope all this will 
result in good, and that Satan will find 
that he has wrought against himeelf. 

We do not lose our courage. The Lord 
will not forsake us. We are sure of it. 
Is it not written,—*They that trust in 
the Lord shall never be confounded” ? 
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LETTER FROM MR. B——, L——. 
Five Candidates Baptized. 


L—, Oct. 11, 1862.—We have lately 
had cause for joy and thanksgiving in the 
addition of five new members to the 
church. They were baptized a league 
distant, in a stream surrounded by woods 
and meadows. Many persons were pres- 
ent, as usual, led by curiosity, some of 
whom came from a distance of several 
leagues. Every thing passed off in an 
edifying manner, and so attentive and 
quiet were the spectators that I can 
truly say I have rarely witnessed a bap- 
tism in the open air attended by so seri- 
ous a company. All appeared to be im- 
pressed with the significance and solem- 
nity of the ceremony. Many were so af- 
fected that they could not help weeping. 

Among the number baptized is a wo- 
man formerly sunk in debauchery, whom 
the Lord in his goodness has arrested and 
pardoned, dealing with her as He did an- 
ciently with Mary, to whom He said, 
«“‘Thy sins are forgiven thee.’’ She has 
long been distinguished by her ardent 
zeal and a holy life. 

I expected to baptize some others, whom 
I believe to be converted persons ; but va- 
rious causes have prevented them from 
offering themselves. I hope they will 
come soon. 

These instances of baptism without 
doubt will gratify our American breth- 
ren, and show them that the Lord has 
' not left Himself without witness. 


More Help Needed—Prayer for America. 
It is a great misfortune that the Union 
cannot do more for us, and that we can- 
not have a colporteur in these parts, 
where one is so much needed. We hope 
God will take pity on us, and permit us 
soon to see better days, and our American 
brethren also, who have so long been 
groaning under the war. We sympathize 
with them most heartily, rejoicing in 
their successes and distressed by their re- 
verses. May the Lord of hosts stand up 
for them and speedily grant them peace, 
and deliver them from the scourge, from 
the sin of slavery,—a burden both to 
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them and to the world. Weentreat Him 
for this every Sabbath in our prayer 
meotings, and without doubt every one 
of us prays for the same in secret every 
day. O that He may soon hear us and 
arrest the shedding of blood. 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BENNETT. 


First Anniversary of the Burmah Bible 
and Tract Society. 

Rangoon, Sept. 13, 1862.—On the 2d 
inst. the first anniversary of the Burmah 
Bible and Tract Society was held, (though 
it is only five months since the Constitu- 
tion was adopted.) Col. Phayre, our 
President, presided, and made a neat and 
good speech at the opening of the meet- 
ing. Our report, short of course, but 
very good, was read by Major O'Connell, 
the Secretary. The motion for its adop- 
tion and printing was made by Col. 
Sparks, in a very felicitoms, hearty and 
happy speech, followed by Dr. Binney, 
who always speaks well and to the point. 

The Treasurer's report was then read 
by Mr. Pascal, showing a receipt of over 
1400 rupees. Its acceptance was moved 
by Judge Clarke, LL.D., (formerly a 
Judge in Ceylon, and who has recently 
come among us as Judicial Deputy Com- 
missioner,) in a good spirit, and was sup- 
ported by Mr. Duten, the manager of one 
of our leading commercial houses. After 
the election of officers, who are the same 
as last year, with the exception of adding 
to the Committee Dr. Clark and Dr. 
Brandis, the latter, who is a German by 
birth, and Superintendent of forests in 
British Burmah, made a most telling 
speech of what he had personally seen in 
his travels in our forests and among the 
Karens and Burmans, and a collection 
was taken up of over 600 rupees. 


A Propitious Day for Burmah. 

I do not believe there has been a more 
propitious day for the civilizing and 
Christianizing of the tribes of Burmah 
than this evening’s anniversary, since the 
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landing of Mr. Judson in Rangoon nearly 
forty years ago. God is moving the 
hearts of men in high places, and He has 
means and ways to accomplish all his 
purposes. 

In many respects there is a good ad- 
vance in the Burmese department of our 
mission, and there are many good inquir- 
ers. Three Burmese men were baptized 
last Sabbath, and a Eurasian. 

But when we look at the work to be 
done, and who is to do it—in the evan- 
gelizing of these various races—we see a 
dark side to the picture of prosperity. 


LETTER FROM MR. BRAYTON, 


God will carry on the Work. 


Under date of Sept. 10, 1862, Mr. Brayton 
speaks of the removal of laborers from the 
field by sickness or death, and the prospective 
crippling of the work for want of reinforce- 
ments, and then proceeds as follows: 


But what may be in, the future, our 
Father only knows, and there, with un- 
shaken confidence, I leave all; knowing 
that He will do all things well. ‘Be 
still, and know that I am God; I will be 
exalted among the heathen.’’ Yes, it is 
certain that He will be exalted among 
the heathen, whatever He may do with 
us as individuals. The work is his, and 
He will carry it on in hisown way. We 
may, by neglect of duty, lose the blessing 
of the obedient; but the work must go 
on. He may, for wise reasons too deep 
for us to fathom, remove this or that la- 
borer; break up this or that plan which 
we think of vast importance ; but 

“All my times are in Thy hand, 
All events at Thy command.” 
“The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.”’ 
Amen and amen. 
Cheering Indications. 
We have been having a deeply interest- 
ing school during the rains, and hear 
cheering news from several different parts 


of the jungle. 
During the quarter of a century which 
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seen the time when, to human appear- 
ance, our labors were so much needed as 
at the present moment. But God seeth 
not as man seeth, and we bow with rev- 
erence to his decision. 


MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. HIBBARD. 
Sixteen Pupils Asking for Baptism. 


Maulmain, Aug. 19, 1862.—In my last, 
of the 5th inst., I gave you some account 
of the Karen high school, or boarding 
school here in town. Last evening the 
head teacher, Rev. Pahpoo, sent in to me 
the names of sixteen of the pupils who 
have asked for baptism. He says they 
give good evidence of a change of heart. 
This, I doubt not, will rejoice your heart 
as it does ours. Two of the number are 
in Mrs. Hibbard’s class. The weari- 
someness of the recitation room can 
borne patiently, when such are among 
the results. I wonder if some of the 
home contributors will not feel like in- 
creasing their donations, 80 that the Com- 
mittee may again aid such schools as this? 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 


Full of Occupation. 

After speaking of the temporary absence of 
Mrs. Thomas in Rangoon, in quest of rest and 
medical advice, Mr. Thomas writes under date 
of Aug. 29, 1862— 

Hence, you see, I am quite alone. No, 
—not alone. I am surrounded with a 
school of upwards of seventy Karens; I 
am constantly visited by Karens from the 
jungles; I am also expected to give a 
word of advice and direction to the Bur- 
mese disciples of this mission. A busier 
person you could with difficulty find. I 
do not feel lonely. 


Good News from the Jungles. 


For there came to me of late good news 
from the jungles—news of the conversion 
of quite a large number of the heathen. 


we have been in the work, we have never 


This news reaches me from the extreme 
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southern portion of our field about Do- 
nabew, and from the northern part about 
Mogoung. So, you may judge, though 
alone in the station, I do not feel lonely. 
I am not unhappy. No; God reigns, 
and hence all will be well. Yet there is 
a deep, indescribable sadness in my soul ; 
a sadvess which arises from the present 
state of my family, and from that of my 
own beloved country. Would that I 
were there to bleed for her! We cannot 
feel that the war is over. Our love for 
the government is being lost in a deeper 
feeling—compassion for the oppressed. 
May God help to free the slave, and then 
will the country be indeed blessed. 


BASSEIN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. VAN METER. 


New Church Organized. 

Bassein, Sept. 13, 1862.—Since I last 
wrote, I have visited Myat-lay-kyoung, 
just east of Bassein, and fully organized 
the church there, baptizing ten more into 
the fellowship of the church, and appoint- 
ing two deacons. The whole number of 
baptized there is sixteen, not including 
the preacher’s family. 

Within a week or two past, two more 
families of new worshippers are reported 
from this place. 


Fruit at Last. 


Br. and sister Crawley have been with 
us. Br. C. has been out on one tour to 
Pay Beng; he does not find the time fa- 
vorable for seeing the people, as many 
are away from their homes at this season, 
working in the paddy fields. He saw a 
number, however, who declare their de- 
sire to become Christians, and who we 
hope soon will be numbered among 
Christ’s disciples. 

Br. C. baptized three last Sabbath, two 
Burmese and one Chinese. The two 
former are children of old Ko Bike, and I 
would have baptized them before, but 
that br. C. was expected. Here is an- 
other instance of the reward of ‘patient 
continuance in well doing.”” How many 
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and prayed for the conversion of his fam- 
ily! He might at times have felt almost 
discouraged ; but I have never heard him 
give utterance to such a thought. His 
pervading habit seems to be that of sim- 
ple, child-like trust in God ; and now God 
is rewarding his faith and trust openly. 

The Chinese is a young man froma 
Karen village below Bassein. He has be- 
come a Christian through the efforts and 
instruction of Karens. This is the ninth 
Chinaman who has declared himself a 
Christian in connection with this church, 
of whom eight have been baptized. Seven 
of these are living, one has gone to his 
rest. 


JOURNAL OF MR. VAN METER. 


Jungle Labors in Bassein. 

I find in my journal some account of a 
visit to Toung Gyee, a distant village di- 
rectly east of Bassein. The church at 
this place is one of those first recognized, 
but has not been very active or liberal. 
Hence the following facts will be read 
with all the inore interest. 

On the 5th of April, 1861, I started 
with hesitation, as in some former in- 
stances, but with the same result as then, 
—on the whole, thankful for strength and 
the privilege of thus laboring for God. I 
do not know that in any instance I have, 
in the end, had occasion to regret going 
forth to such labors. I certainly do not 
at this time although the heat of Sun- 
day and Monday was almost intolera- 
ble. Yesterday the weather became cool- 
er ; clouds collected, and the terrible fires 
on the great plain to the west of this vil- 


‘lage (our windward side) exhausted them- 


selves, having nothing more to feed on. 
At one time the village was in danger 
from the fire. 

I must pronounce this, so far, the most 
satisfactory of my jungle tours this year. 
The people have exhibited a liberality not 
only beyond expectation, but beyond the 
other Pwo villages, and especially for the 
school in Bassein. For this they gave 
over thirty rupees, thirty-four baskets of 


months and years has this man labored 


rice, more than a dozen posts, large and 
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small, with other timber for our build- , 
ings. They have paid also for books, 
medicines &c., a larger amount than has 
been received from any other place. 


Former Pupils, 


Several of our scholars of former years 
are now married and settled here, doing 
well for themselves, and, we hope, for 
their people. One, named Sau Thung, 
who we thought would become a preach- 
er, is an enterprising business man, takes 
a leading part, and is esteemed by his 
neighbors. One young man had given 
scandal to the village, first by taking a 
young woman, a member of the church, 
without marriage, and then by a mar- 
riage according to the heathen custom.— 
Now, however, he declares himself peni- 
tent. He made confession before the 
church last evening, and submits to re- 
marriage by the pastor, in presence of 
the church. This is a test which I feared 
he would not stand ; but although feeling 
the reproach deeply, he met it like a man. 
He now takes his place among the active 
members, and puts down his name for 
the average monthly subscription of four 
annas—twelve cents. 


Zeal in Study. 


The morning and evening hour for 
school—a recent suggestion of ours— 
takes well with the children. Seventeen 
have been present—most of them under 
seven. They study with,a will. One 
hour at noon is recommended for all the 
older members who can in any way spare 
the time, for reading and study. We feel 
that it is of the utmost importance to aid 
this people in cultivating the habit of 
self-improvement by some such simple 
plan as this. We know not how we can 
do them a greater service. 

A score or more of questions on points 
of law and equity have been proposed, 
relating to transactions in which some 
one or other of the people of the village 
is personally interested. Many of the 
heathen about them, with whom they 
have dealings, have very little regard to 
truth or honesty. Some of these cases 
have been satisfactorily decided, at least 
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as far as promises and the consent of the 
parties is concerned. 


Systematic Giving. 


Thirty-one names were given in last 
evening towards the monthly subscrip- 
tion, ranging from ‘two to eight annas, 
Husbands, wives and children, all give 
here according to their ability; most of 
them four annas. The preacher’s father 
isa leading man in the church and vil- 
lage. He began the list with one rupee ; 
but after thinking awhile and finding the 
annual sum larger than he could well af- 
ford, asked as a favor that his brethren 
would allow him to change it to eight 
annas (half a rupee). No one was dis- 
posed to object to this, as that is a large 
sum fora Karen to pay regularly. Sau 
Thung (above mentioned) had given his 
name for four annas ; his wife in turn did 
the same. When asked if they could af- 
ford that amount, he spoke up very 
promptly, saying ‘‘they could spend four 
and five rupees a month for betel, tobacco 
&e., and could they not give eight annas 
for the cause of God ?”’ 


First Tour to Tha Mon-gyoung. 


Nov. 28—30, 1861.—This is a large 
Pwo village, of some sixty houses, for- 
merly eighty ; probably one of the largest 
Pwo villages in Bassein. It lies some 
twenty miles to the southwest of B., 
where there are as yet but few Pwo 
Christians. I may mention here that 
there is no Pwo church west of the Bas- 
sein river. We had heard encouraging 
reports as to the disposition of some in 
this village, and the headman, a Karen, 
had expressed himself favorably, even say- 
ing that he would support a teacher, if 
one would come and live in his village. 
Judge of my surprise, then, to find hard- 
ly any one prepared even to give us a 
civil reception. They may not have in- 
tended to be uncivil; but if there is to be 
found an uncivil, unlovely creature in 
this world, it is a wild Karen, embarrass- 
ed, or when urged to do that for which 
he has no heart, and especially if he feels 
that he is in a ‘close place.’’ 
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Inhospitable Reception. 

We had here an exhibition of this fact 
such as I had hardly ever before witness- 
ed to such a degree. The Thoo Gyee was 
away, probably intentionally, as he knew 
that I was coming, and had not been sin- 
cere in his fair speeches. We visited 
several houses, but found the people very 
reserved. Most of them were engaged, 
or pretended to be, and soon found some 
excuse for leaving the house, or would 
turn away while I was speaking to them, 
to talk with a Burman about buying 
paddy, or some other business. On en- 
tering a house where there were only wo- 
men and children, the scene was both lu- 
dicrous and provoking. They seemed 
terrified ; one would run and hide here, 
another there; some would escape from 
the house, if they could reach the ladder 
without coming too near tome. If at 
work, they would turn the back and sit 
still, with the head down, as though very 
intent on what they were doing, not giv- 
ing the least sign of recognition, either 
by raising the head or making a reply to 
anything that was said to them. I finally 
concluded that the Karens would succeed 
better without me, and so went back to 
the boat to await the return of the men 
at evening. 

They at length found some who listened 
well, and seemed anxious to hear about 
the new religion. And upon going into 
the village again about sunset, I found 
them in one of the best houses, and soon 
had a good congregation of both men and 
women, with whom we talked, sang and 
prayed until it was quite dark, when I 
returned to the boat, leaving my company 
of young men to remain and talk with 
them during the night, in hopes that 
they would be more free to converse and 
ask questions, now that the way seemed 
to have been opened. But I was disap- 
pointed to learn that they gave no en- 
couragement. The most that we could 
get from them was, that ‘they would 
worship if the Thoo Gyee would.’’ They 
evidently stood in fear of some one, and 
dared not commit themselves. There was 
a Burman priest in the village, but he 
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was old and infirm, and they seemed to 
care but little for him. It was the Thoo 
Gyee himself, no doubt, who taking ad- 
vantage of his position as a civil officer, 
kept bgck the people from receiving the 
white book. I prevailed on one of the 
young men to remain after we left; but 
he soon returned, as the people manifest- 
ed no better disposition to receive the 
gospel. 


A Field Needing Cultivation. 


Dec. 14—16.—Went to Kweh-da- 
Khyoung. I had never been here before, 
and was very anxious to see the people of 
this district, which is about forty miles 
north of Bassein, and on the river. The 
village is in a pleasant situation, about 
one-fourth of a mile distant from the 
river. Karens have been living here 
about fifteen years. We found here some 
good material for raising up a new church, 
some sixteen professing Christians ; but it 
was disheartening to know that although 
most of them had been members of Shwey 
Bo’s (an ordained man) church for years, 
only one woman and some four or five of 
the men could read either Burmese or 
Karen. But we must make allowance 
for them, as they have been much unset- 
tled since the war; and for two or three 
years have had no teacher or preacher 
living with them. The other members of 
Shwey Bo’s church have removed to a 
distance away to the east of Bassein.— 
With these facts in view, it is not sur- 
prising that we found the older people 
very untidy and careless in their dress, 
and the children naked. Now, however, 
we hope for a change, as Aung Bwin, 
one of our young preachers and a mentber 
of the same church, will become their 
pastor. He has already begun his school, 
and has twelve names on his list of schol- 
ars. They have no chapel; but a small 
house, with the inner partitions removed 
and a board floor, answers the purpose, 
We hope soon to see a large and flourish- 
ing church here. The converts seem anx- 
ious to do what they can to this end, and 
there is a good spirit of inquiry on the 
part of some others. 
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TOUNGOO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. CROSS. 
School for Preachers at Toungoo, 

Toungoo, Sept. 6, 1862.—I have just 
closed a term in my school, and it may 
be my duty to make a report. 

My school, for the present, must con- 
tinue to be made up of the pastors and 
preachers already connected with the 
churches of this district. These men, at 
least a great majority of them, were call- 
ed to their posts without any previous 
training. They were generally inexperi- 
enced young men. A good number of 
these men have been received this term. 
I have succeeded in providing suitable 
buildings for the accommodation of the 
school. The whole number who have 
been in this term is 136. I found, how- 
ever, that I could not support so many, 
and called on volunteers to leave. Enough 
left to reduce the number to about eighty. 

A number returned to their churches 
after one or two months, as this was the 
extent of the time which they could well 
be spared. Dr. Mason wished to retain 
the charge of the churches; and at his 
suggestion this division was made of our 


fields of labor ; that is, that the respon-' 


sibility of looking after the churches, 
counselling the assistants, directing the 
stations to be occupied, should be in his 
hands alone; and the conduct of the 
school committed to me. The assistants 
have thus far been directed to Dr. Mason 
for his consent both as to being admitted 
at all, and in regard to the length of time 
which they could be allowed to remain. 


Desire for Instruction. 

It has been necessary to be strict in 
this respect, for it was found that all, 
with but few exceptions, were pressing 
to enter the school; two of the three or- 
dained preachers made application for 
admittance, and most of the others, even 
those who have had most experience, 
would gladly have come in. We have 
admitted but few of this class, on aecount 
of the peculiar demand for their presence 
among their people this year. About the 
beginning of the rainy season, the Eastern 
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Bghais made inroads upon the Christian 
villages on our eastern borders, and the 
Government called on all the Christians 
to meet these depredators, who had burn- 
ed a number of villages and carried off a 
number of captives. This call upon the 
Christians to go to the war or to pay a 
tax to support those who went, made it 
necessary for the assistants to be with 
their people, and to require them not to 
leave, even when they were desirous to 
be in school. 


Course of Study. 


Our term commenced about the middle 
of March, and continued till the middle 
of August. The progress of the pupils, 
in the opinion of English residents who 
have visited both at the close and during 
term time, has been commendable. The 
principal course of lectures, which the 
students have nearly all taken down, has 
been on the Psalms. We have givena 
continued exposition of the Psalms up to 
the fifty-second, in a form which we trust 
will answer for a permanent commentary, 
as we have taken great pains in the prep- 
aration. We have also had an exercise 
on the books of Daniel, Hosea, Joel and 
Amos. We have also given a daily lec- 
ture on the natural sciences, designed to 
give a simple explanation of the phenom- * 
ena of nature which the natives see and 
hear, and hence associate with them their 
superstitious notions. 

The Commissioner and others who vis- 
ited the school at the close of the term, 
expressed themselves quite astonished at 
the familiar knowledge which the young 
men evinced of phenomena and of calcu- 
lations, which, as taught in the books, 
are reallyabstruse. It required, in fact, 
more knowledge than is always carried 
away from our schools at home, to follow 
them. In these lectures I have used no 
book, but have taken abstruse things and 
stripped them of their difficulties, for the 
sake of showing them plainly, and not 
merely to teach the formule by which 
they may be proved or calculated. In 
this way we have got at the calculation 
of latitude and longitude, by altitudes of 
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the sun, &c. I know very well that 
these things may seem to have little 
bearing on the preaching of the gos- 
pel; and yet they are not so far off as | 
they may seem to some of our support- 


ers. When the principal facts of as- 
tronomy are made clear, and not read | 
over or listened to as some wonderful and _ 
jncomprehensible things, the minds of the 
pupils are opened into a field of strength 
and reseurces for preaching and illustrat- 
ing the gospel, which no other thing can 
produce. I heard one of these young 
men preach from the text, ‘*God is a 
Spirit,’’ and reply to the cavil of the | 
Burmese, when they say, ‘‘Show us your 
God that we may see Him and believe 
Him.” He led the minds even of his un- 
taught audience, step by step, till he 
opened before them the illimitable extent 
of God’s presence, as He is present with | 
and holds the stars in their places. ‘He 
is a Spirit and invisible, or He could not 
be present in places so infinitely distant 
from each other at the same time.”’ 

The school also had lessons in arithme- 
tic, and Mrs. Cross has received a class 
of sixty or seventy daily into the house, 
and given them a thorough drilling on 
the maps and in geography. The school 
has also had an exercise under Mr. Bixby 
in singing and in the rudiments of music. 
He has carried on the instructions still 
more thoroughly, in which Miss Ellen 


[ February, 


Mason made so good a beginning last 
year. The Karens have great talent for 
singing, and have made good progress 
under Mr. Bixby. Singing we regard as 
not only an accomplishment, but as a 
power with the Karens. And to be able 
to sing scientifically, we regard one of 
the best things in the education of the 
students for the ministry among the peo- 


ple. 
Need of Pecuniary Aid. 


I think I do not express simply my own 
opinion, when I say I think we are get- 
ting on well, and that we may look with 
almost unmingled hopefulness on this 
large class of pupils for the ministry. It 
is true we need more support ; but | trust 
that as we are better known, we shall re- 
ceive a little more from our friends in 
America. We may feel the necessity of 
touching tenderly upon the purse-strings 
of our brethren, who have 80 many other 
claims ; and yet we trust that even a ten- 
der pull will be sufficient for those who 
need no great force to open their purses 
for such a cause as this. We have not, 
to my knowledge, received fifty dollars 
from America for this school, and nothing 
aside from this, except what the Karens 
have given and twenty rupees from Mr. 
Bixby. Compare this with the necessity 
of supporting a hundred or more in 
school. 


MISCELLANY. 


MADAGASCAR. 


In the Magazine for January, we gave an 
account of the occupations of Mr. Ellis at An- 
tananarivo, the capital of Madagascar, and a 
minute record of the efforts of the Roman 
Catholics to establish themselves in the island. 
The following letter, a few days earlier in 
date, gives an interesting description of the 
arrival of Mr. EK. at the capital, and exhibits 
with great clearness the spiritual condition of 
thecountry. For the information it contains, 
the delay of a month does not spoil it, and it 
is equally relevant to the history of the mis- 


sion, whether placed, in point of time, before 
or after the previous publication. 


Departure from Tamatave and Journey to 
the Capital. 


‘I left Tamatave for the capital on the 
3lst of May, our journey occupying fif- 
teen days, three of which were Sabbaths, 
so that we were twelve days travelling. 
We had public worship each Sunday ; 
and on the first Sunday in the month I 
administered the Lord’s Supper to six 
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communicants, who formed part of our 
numerous company. 

Met and Welcomed by the Native 

Christians. 

‘‘Thirty miles from the capital, a large 
number of Christians from Antananarivo 
met me near one of the villages of Imeri- 
na. As we approached they commenced 
singing a hymn of praise to God, in which 
the Christians who were with me joined, 
till we met and halted. The two pastors 
who were with them said they were sent 
by their brethren and the churches to bid 
me welcome, assure me of the general joy 
among them which my arrival would pro- 
duce, and bear me company to the capi- 
tal. We travelled together till we reach- 
ed Ambatomanga, twenty miles from An- 
tananarivo. 

The Sunday Observed—Contrast with 

Former Times. 

‘‘Here we rested for the Sunday, where 
we had large congregations both morning 
and evening. Shortly before the evening 
service, seven officers, one of high rank 
from the palace, arrived. They said they 
were sent by the king to meet me, but 
would not enter upon any arrangements 
on that day, as it was the Lord’s day. 
In about a quarter of an hour after this 
they came to our worship, in which they 
joined with earnest cheerfulness. I had 
spent Sunday at the same village on my 
way up in 1856. Then, a few Christians 
came by stealth, and ‘We met for prayer 
at night. Now, the chief room in the 
largest house in the place was opened in 
broad day, and was thronged with simple 
and devout worshippers, while numbers 
crowded round on the outside. 

Advance to Antananarivo, and Reception 
by the King and People. 

‘‘The next morning the officers deliver- 
ed a letter from the king, and another 
from the principal Secretary of State, 
bidding me welcome, and informing me 
of the king’s wish that I should enter 
Antananarivo that day. Soon after nine 
o’clock we set out, quite a large compa- 
ny; for each officer had his palanquin- 
bearers and attendants, and we were not 
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less than 200 persons. About two we 
reached the suburbs, and I was greeted 
by multitudes gathered in their court- 
yards and on the walls, as I passed along, 
till I reached a very comfortable house 
which the king had appointed for my res- 
idence, not far from the palace. The 
king and queen, and the nobles of the 
court, received me with great friendliness 
and pleasure at the palace the next day, 
and expressed themselves gratified with 
my communications respecting the friend- 
ship of the English, the interest taken in 
their welfare, and the endeavors the Soci- 
ety were making to aid in extending the 
blessings of Christianity and education, 
as the best means of promoting the per- 
manent welfare of the people. Mention- 
ing the number and specific objects of the 
several missionaries on their way to Mad- 
agascar with the supply of books, school 
materials, and printing apparatus which 
they would bring, both king and queen 
thanked me for the communication I had 
made, and requested me to assure their 
friends that it was peculiarly gratifying 
to them. The Prime Minister, the Com- 
mander-in-chief, the first Officer of the 
Palace, and other high authorities, some 
of them apparently most earnest Chris- 
tians, were equally cordial in their wel- 
comes, and in their conferences with me 
at their own residences, in which I have 
been their guest. 


Visits of the Christians from the Country. 


‘*For more than a week my house was 
continually thronged with Christian 
friends from different parts of the capital, 
or from Christian families from the nu- 
merous villages in the suburbs, all ex- 
pressing their joy at my arrival, as an 
earnest of their again enjoying the ad- 
vantage of the teaching and assistance of 
English missionaries, as well as the ex- 
tension of schools, and the acquisition of 
the Bible, for which their desire is most 
urgent. 

Urgent Need of the Scriptures. 


‘The chief disappointment they feel 
arises from my having no copies of the 
Scriptures. They had learned by my 
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letters from Mauritius, that I was com- 
ing alone, and that the missionaries were 
to follow ; but they expected, and most ur- 
gently do they need, the Holy Scriptures. 
In some entire congregations there is not 
a copy; and they only hear them read 
when a minister or friend from the capi- 
tal comes to them ; and yet their faith is 
simple, Scriptural, and firm ; no deviation 
in their teaching or belief from the great 
essential truths of the gospel ; no visiona- 
ry or erratic opinions on the subject of 
religion, which seems to be with them a 
simple, sincere, earnest, personal concern. 


Sabbath Congregations and Services. 


**I have been two Sabbaths in the cap- 
ital, and have attended two of their places 
of worship—rustic, temporary buildings 
—houses enlarged by taking out the ends 
and forming two or more together, and 
taking down the front wall, and spread- 
ing out a screen of rushes. At Analake- 
ly more than 1500 were present, and 
scarcely fewer at Amparimbe. These 
places are filled soon after daybreak on 
Sunday, and continue crowded, with not 
more than an interval of a couple of 
hours, till five in the afternoon; not, in- 
deed, with the same audience, but with 
successive congregations. On each of the 
Sabbaths I have taken part in these ser- 
vices, reading the Malagasy Scriptures, 
delivering a short discourse in broken 
Malagasy, but in which the pastors en- 

courage me by saying they understand it, 
-and the people are glad. I also pray 
partly in English and partly in Malagasy. 
No description can convey to you any cor- 
rect idea of the seriousness, attention, ap- 
, parent devotion, and deep feeling of these 
.assemblies during the time of worship. 
‘Some of the pastors are with me every 
- day ; but we have not been able to hold a 
, general meeting yet, though they greatly 
desire it. 

Instructions to the King and his Officers. 


**I am occasionally sent for by the king 
or some of the high officers, and I have 
for some short time past attended the king 
at his house daily, from one to three 


[ February, 


o'clock, to read English with him. We 
read together out of a large quarto Bible, 
on the outside of which is inscribed in 
gilt letters, ‘Presented to Radama, king 
of Madagascar, by the London Missionary 
Society, 1861.’ A number of officers, 
some of them Christians, are generally 
present, and we frequently converse on 
what we have read. I have also every 
afternoon at my house eleven or twelve 
sons of the chief nobles and officers, who 
come to learn English an hour and a half 
daily. They will be the future rulers of 
the country. They accompany me to the 
chapel, and sometimes to my readings 
with the king. Last Sunday, with his 
majesty’s approval, I held divine service 
at the king's house at three o’clock in the 
afternoon. Lis majesty, some of his high 
officers, all my pupils, and a number of 
others, were present. I read in the Old 
and New Testament, and we sang twice. 
I prayed, partly in English and partly in 
Malagasy, concluding with the Lord's 
Prayer in Malagasy, and occupied about 
a quarter of an hour in an address from 
1 Tim. 1: 15. ‘This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners.” This was faithfully translated by 
Ra Haniraka. All were very attentive. 
I was informed that the king expressed 
his approval, and I hope to be permitted 
to continue the service. I have seen noth- 
ing yet to diminish the high opinion I 
had formed of the strength and purity of 
the religious feeling among the people. 


Christians only a Minority o the 
Population. 


**We must not conclude that all are 
genuine converts; but I believe future 
years will prove that many are walking 
in newness of life and spiritual fellowship 
with Christ. The Christians are indeed 
numerous, for they may be counted by 
thousands in the land. Still they ate 
only a minority in the general population, 
and this probably operates favorably in 
stimulating them to watchfulness, earnest- 
ness, and sincerity in their profession of 
Christianity. Most fervently do | desire, 
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and most earnestly would I pray, that the 
brethren on their way may come to them 
in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel 
of Christ. 


Sites Granted for Mission Buildings. 


“*T have applied for, and obtained from 
the king, the ground on which Mr. Grif- 
fith’s house and school formerly stood 
(both were burnt), and also the ground 
on which the printing establishment 
stood. These are among the most eligi- 
ble spots in the city; and other arrange- 
ments are in progress. I have received 
no tidings from England since those dated 
26th of March, at which time the mis- 
sionaries had not left ; nevertheless, I hope 
they will soon reach the island. The king 
has appointed some excellent officers to 
conduct them to the capital. 


Roman Catholic Agents at the Capital. 


«There are a number of Roman*Catho- 
lic priests, and some Sisters of Charity, 
here, and more are very shortly expected ; 
but scarcely any of the people attend 
their services. The attachment of the 
people to the Bible their only light, 
support, and friend during the long 
night of persecution which has just pass- 
ed away, together with the remembrance 
of former times when their eyes saw their 
teachers, are undoubtedly among the chief 


causes of the strong desire for, and conti- . 


dence in, the English Protestant mission- 
aries whom they are expecting. 


Poverty of the Christians. 


‘*The Christians will want much assist- 
ance, for the widows and orphans among 
them are many; and the losses and suffer- 
ings of twenty-six years, during parts of 
which many of them had not where to 
lay their heads, have not left them many 
resources, and they anxiously and confi- 
dently look to England for help. Four 
churches must be built over the conspicu- 
ous spots on which the martyrs died, and 
they will be occupied by many who were 
their companions in the faith and tribu- 
lation of the gospel of Christ.’’—Lond. 
Miss. Chron. 
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MEMORIAL CHURCHES IN MAD- 
AG ASCAR, 


The Directors of the London Missionary So- 
ciety are about to make an appeal to the Chris- 
tian public for £10,000 to build spacious 
places of worship on the spots consecrated by 
the martyrdoms and tortures of the native 
converts. The king with gladness appropri- 
ated the sites; he and his Christian people 
willdo what they can towards raising the re- 
quired buildings; but it is to England that 
the missionaries must look for the principal 
part of the money. Mr. Ellis writes, under 
date of August 13: 


‘Their most pressing want at the pres- 
ent moment is places of worship. I did 
not expect such large congregations—00, 
1,000, 1,500 meet every Lord's day ; but, 
hoping that the increase of their numbers 
would render churches necessary, and 
believing that the Christians of Madagas- 
car would ever cherish the memory of 
those who from among them had joined 
‘the noble army of martyrs,’ I sent to the 
king in January last, to ask him to re- 
serve the places on which, during the last 
twenty-six years, the martyrs had suffered, 
as sites for memorial churches, which 
should not only be consecrated to the wor- 
ship and service of that blessed God and 
Saviour for love of whom they had died, 
but should serve also to perpetuate 
through future times the memory of their 
constancy and faith. The proposal pleased 
the king and the nobles, and greatly en- 
couraged the Christians. Orders were 
immediately given that the pieces of land 
should be reserved for that special pur- 
pose; and his majesty has, since my ar- 
rival, assured me that the ground shall | 
be used for no other purpose, and shall be 
given to us whenever we require it. I 
have repeatedly visited the places, in 
company with those who had witnessed 
the martyrs’ death, or the near relatives 
of those who had suffered. The bishop 
of Mauritius accompanied me to these 
spots while he was here, and was forcibly 
struck with their remarkable appropri- 
ateness to the purpose for which it is pro- 
posed they should be occupied, providing 
admirably for the accommodation of the 
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letters from Mauritius, that I was com- 
ing alone, and that the missionaries were 
to follow ; but they expected, and most ur- 
gently do they need, the Holy Scriptures. 
In some entire congregations there is not 
a copy; and they only hear them read 
when a minister or friend from the capi- 
tal comes to them ; and yet their faith is 
simple, Scriptural, and firm ; no deviation 
in their teaching or belief from the great 
essential truths of the gospel ; no visiona-_| 
ry or erratic opinions on the subject of 
religion, which seems to be with them a 
simple, sincere, earnest, personal concern. 


Sabbath Congregations and Services. 


**I have been two Sabbaths in the cap- 
ital, and have attended two of their places 
of worship—rustic, temporary buildings 
—houses enlarged by taking out the ends 
and forming two or more together, and 
taking down the front wall, and spread- 
ing out a screen of rushes. At Analake- 
ly more than 1500 were present, and 
scarcely fewer at Amparimbe. These 
places are filled soon after daybreak on 
Sunday, and continue crowded, with not 
more than an interval of a couple of 
‘hours, till five in the afternoon ; not, in- 
deed, with the same audience, but with 
successive congregations. On each of the 
‘Sabbaths I have taken part in these ser- 
vices, reading the Malagasy Scriptures, 
delivering a short discourse in broken 
_Malagasy, but in which the pastors en- 
-courage me by saying they understand it, 
sand the people are glad. I also pray 
_ partly in English and partly in Malagasy. 
.No description can convey to you any cor- 
ect idea of the seriousness, attention, ap- 
, parent devotion, and deep feeling of these 
.assemblies during the time of worship. 
-Some of the pastors are with me every 
day ; but we have not been able to hold a 
-general meeting yet, though they greatly 
desire it. 


- Insfructions to the King and his Officers. 


**I am occasionally sent for by the king 
or-some of the high officers, and I have 
for some short time past attended the king 


at his house daily, from one to three 
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o'clock, to read English with him. We 


| read together out of a large quarto Bible, 


on the outside of which is inscribed in 
gilt letters, ‘Presented to Radama, king 
of Madagascar, by the London Missionary 
Society, 1861.’ A number of officers, 
some of them Christians, are generally 
present, and we frequently converse on 
what wé have read. I have also every 
afternoon at my house eleven or twelve 
sons of the chief nobles and officers, who 
come to learn English an hour and a half 
daily. They will be the future rulers of 
the country. They accompany me to the 
chapel, and sometimes to my readings 
with the king. Last Sunday, with his 
majesty’s approval, I held divine service 
at the king's house at three o’clock in the 
afternoon. His majesty, some of his high 
officers, all my pupils, and a number of 
others, were present. I read in the Old 
and New Testament, and we sang twice. 
I prayed, partly in English and partly in 
Malagasy, concluding with the Lord's 
Prayer in Malagasy, and occupied about 
a quarter of an hour in an address from 
1 Tim. 1: 15. ‘This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners.’ This was faithfully translated by 
Ra Haniraka. All were very attentive. 
I was informed that the king expressed 
his approval, and I hope to be permitted 
to continue the service. I have seen noth- 
ing yet to diminish the high opinion I 
had formed of the strength and purity of 
the religious feeling among the people. 
Christians only a Minority o the 
Population. 


‘We must not conclude that all are 
genuine converts; but I believe future 
years will prove that many are walking 
in newness of life and spiritual fellowship 
with Christ. The Christians are indeed 
numerous, for they may be counted by 
thousands in the land. Still they are 
only a minority in the general population, 
and this probably operates favorably in 
stimulating them to watchfulness, earnest- 
ness, and sincerity in their profession of 
Christianity. Most fervently do I desire, 
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and most earnestly would I pray, that the 
brethren on their way may come to them 
in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel 
of Christ. 


Sites Granted for Mission Buildings. 


‘*T have applied for, and obtained from 
the king, the ground on which Mr. Grif- 
fith’s house and school formerly stood 
(both were burnt), and also the ground 
on which the printing establishment 
stood. These are among the most eligi- 
ble spots in the city; and other arrange- 
ments are in progress. I have received 
no tidings from England since those dated 
26th of March, at which time the mis- 
sionaries had not left ; nevertheless, I hope 
they will soon reach the island. The king 
has appointed some excellent officers to 
conduct them to the capital. 


Roman Catholic Agents at the Capital. 


**There are a number of Roman*Catho- 
lic priests, and some Sisters of Charity, 
here, and more are very shortly expected ; 
but scarcely any of the people attend 
their services. The attachment of the 
people to the Bible—their only light, 
support, and friend during the long 
night of persecution which has just pass- 
ed away, tugether with the remembrance 
of former times when their eyes saw their 
teachers, are undoubtedly among the chief 
causes of the strong desire for, and confi- , 
dence in, the English Protestant mission- 
aries whom they are expecting. 


Poverty of the Christians. 


‘*The Christians will want much assist- 
ance, for the widows and orphans among 
them are many ; and the losses and suffer- 
ings of twenty-six years, during parts of 
which many of them had not where to 
lay their heads, have not left them many 
resources, and they anxiously and confi- 
dently look to England for help. Four 
churches must be built over the conspicu- 
ous spots on which the martyrs died, and 
they will be occupied by many who were 
their companions in the faith and tribu- 
lation of the gospel of Christ.’’—Lond. 
Miss. Chron. 


Miscellany.— Memorial Churches in Madagascar. 


51 


MEMORIAL CHURCHES IN MAD- 
AGASCAR. 


The Directors of the London Missionary So- 
ciety are about to make an appeal to the Chris- 
tian public for £10,000 to build spacious 
places of worship on the spots consecrated by 
the martyrdoms and tortures of the native 
converts. The king with gladness appropri- 
ated the sites; he and his Christian people 
willgdo what they can towards raising the re- 
quired buildings; but it is to England that 
the missionaries must look for the principal 
part of the money. Mr. Ellis writes, under 
date of August 13: 


‘‘Their most pressing want at the pres- 
ent moment is places of worship. I did 
not expect such large congregations—800, 
1,000, 1,500 meet every Lord's day ; but, 
hoping that the increase of their numbers 
would render churches necessary, and 
believing that the Chrietians of Madagas- 
car would ever cherish the memory of 
those who from among them had joined 
‘the noble army of martyrs,’ I sent to the 
king in January last, to ask him to re- 
serve the places on which, during the last 
twenty-six years, the martyrs had suffered, 
as sites for memorial churches, which 
should not only be consecrated to the wor- 
ship and service of that blessed God and 
Saviour for love of whom they had died, 
bat should serve also to perpetuate 
through future times the memory of their 
constancy and faith. The proposal pleased 
the king and the nobles, and greatly en- 
couraged the Christians. Orders were 
immediately given that the pieces of land 
should be reserved for that special pur- 
pose; and his majesty has, since my ar- 
rival, assured me that the ground shall 
be used for no Other purpose, and shall be 
given to us whenever we require it. I 
have repeatedly visited the places, in 
company with those who had witnessed 
the martyrs’ death, or the near relatives 
of those who had suffered. The bishop 
of Mauritius accompanied me to these 
spots while he was here, and was forcibly 
struck with their remarkable appropri- 
ateness to the purpose for which it is pro- 
posed they should be occupied, providing 
admirably for the accommodation of the 


‘ 


= 


52 Miscellany. — Memorial Churches in Madagascar. 


:nhabitants of the principal portions of 
the city. 

‘¢Ambohipotsy (White village, so called 
from the color of the rocky ground), the 
place where the first martyrs suffered, 
comprises the remains of an old fortifica- 
tion, and is situated on the southern ex- 
tremity of the crest of the hill on which 
Antananarivo stands. The foot of a cross 
on which the Christians, as well as the or- 
dinary malefactors were crucified, re- 
mains; and the transverse piece of wood, to 
which their hands were nailed, lies on the 
ground at a little distance ; while around 
the spot on which the Christians knelt be- 
fore the executioner’s spear, bones, bleach- 
ed by the sun and rain, still lie scattered. 
The king is building a house not far from 
the place ; other dwellings are rising in that 
quarter; and but for my early applica- 
tion, the site for the church would have 
been already occupied. The king in- 
formed me, the last time I spoke with 
him on the subject, that he would assist 
in building the church there, and he spoke 
in a manner from which I inferred that he 
would attend it himself. 

‘‘Arapimarinana (the place of hurling 
down or casting away), the granite preci- 
pice, 150 feet high, down which eighteen 
were thrown in the second great persecu- 
tion, is the second spot. It is situated on 
the western side of the hill, near the cen- 
tre of the city, almost a mile from Am- 
bohipotsy, not far’ from the palace and 
the residences of many of the natives. 
The ground here is occupied, but the king 
has taken measures for its being vacated 
whenever we require it, on our paying 
the price of the existing buildings, etc. 

“The next place, Faravohitra (the last 
village), is a spot on the crest of the hill, 
near its northern extremity, in the midst 
of a dense population, including a large 
number of Christians, and near an ancient 
burial place, covered with rude and mas- 
sive memorials of the departed. On this 
spot, in the sight of the whole city, the 
four nobles were burnt alive, and the 
bodies of eighteeen thrown from the rock 
were also consumed. When I visited the 
place in company with the bishop of Mau- 
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ritius, we stood and gazed on the prisons 
in the distance, in which the sufferers had 
been confined, on the places where their 
sentences were read over to them, and 
where, as they sat together on the ground, 
bound with chains and encircled by sol- 
diers, they sang their hymn of praise to 
Christ. We passed up the road along 
which, surrounded by an excited crowd, 
they raised their voices in prayer that 
God would remember them. We stood 
by the side of the spot—the place itself 
we felt to be holy ground—on which, 
when fastened to the stake, they sang— 


‘There is a blessed land, 
Making most happy; 
Never (thence) shall rest depart 
Nor cause of sorrow come.’ 


“Our companions, most of whom had 
been spectators on that eventful day, and 
one the brother of a martyr, pointed out 
where the soldiers and the heathen stood 
around and cried, ‘Where is Jehovah 
now ? Why does He not come and take you 
away?’ To which, from the midst of 
the flames, the martyrs answered, ‘Je- 
hovah is here ; He is taking us to a better 
place.’ Our companions also showed us 
the part of the road, a little distant, on 
which the relatives and associates of the 
Christians stood, waving their last adieus 
to their rejoicing friends, who smiled, and 
lifted up as far as they could their scorched 
hands, or burning fragments of dress, to 
return the salutation. In perfect accord- 
ance with this account is the spirit and 
feeling manifested by survivors when re- 
counting their sufferings. I have some- 
times sat as if enchained to the lips of 
the venerable widow or sister of a martyr, 
as she has recounted with simple pathos 
the suffering she has endured; and have 
been overcome with wonder and admira- 
tion at the marvellous power of ‘the love 
of Christ shed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghost given unto them.’ The Chris- 
tians especially rejoice in the proposal to 
raise, a8 a perpetual memorial of these 
events, a church consecrated to the wor- 
ship of the martyrs’ God and Saviour. 


*‘Ambalinakanga. The next place on 
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which the Christians propose to raise a 
temple for the service of God, is situated 
midway between ‘the last two. It has 
been the scene of much hope and disap- 
pointment, suffering and joy. Here the 
first Christian church was formed, and the 
communion celebrated, in May 1831, 
when the natives of Madagascar first 
united with the missionaries.in comffiem- 
orating the dying love of Christ. After 
the persecution broke out in 1836, this 
house of prayer was turned into a prison, 
in which, mingled with wretched crimi- 
nals, the Christians were confined. This 
chapel was a prison when I was here in 
1856. King Radama restored it to its 
original use, and a most attentive congre- 
gation of about eight hundred people oc- 
cupy it every Lord's day. The people 
have almost as strong an attachment to 
this scene of their distress and sorrow, as 
the spots on which their companions ac- 
tually died. The site is admirable ; being 
in the midst of a large population, on a 
sort of rocky terrace, with building ma- 
terialsat hand. Here, also, it is proposed 
to raise a church. | 

“At Fiaduna, the spot where, during 
the last persecution, in 1857, twenty-one 
were stoned to death, it is also proposed 
to erect a small village church, as a sort 
of appendage to Ambohipotsy, from which 
it is not far distant. Three at least of 
these buildings should be of stone, if all 
cannot be of that material ; they should 
not be ornamented or showy, but plain, 
solid, lasting fabrics, corresponding in 
their style and character with the purpose 
for which they are raised, and capable of 
containing eight hundred ora thousand 
persons each. So far as I can judge, the 
cost of these buildings could not be less 
than £10,000.” 


PERSECUTION AMONG THE BARO- 
LONGS, SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Barolongs, of whom Montsioe is chief, 
are a South African tribe. They formerly 
lived on the Lotlakane river, and a Wesleyan 
missionary, Mr. Ludorf, labored among them 
a considerable time. About nine years since, 
an attack upon them was threatened by the 


Boers, the missionary was forced to leave, and 
the Barolongs were robbed and scattered.— 
They afterwards collected, and settled in the 
Bangwaketse country. chief, Montsice, 
is despotic and oppressive; but the Barolong 
Christians manifest under his rule a commend- 
able firmness and perseverance. The follow- 
ing description of their persecutions by this 
heathen tyrant, is contained in a communica- 
tion from the Rev. J. McKenzie to the Rev. 
Mr. Moffatt, known to the whole world by his 
labors in Southern Africa, The communica- 
tion is dated June 27, 1862. 


‘sit is now more than a year since Mon- 
tside, the chief, assumed an attitude of 
open hostility toward his Christian sub- 
jects. Matters were hastened by the un- 
usually large number of young people 
who, under religious impression, ceased 
to take an interest in those subjects which 
engage the attention of the young in a 
heathen town. When these inquirers 
were about to be enrolled in classes, and 
thus take up a position as ‘bathu ba leh- 
ku’ (people of the Word), the chief re- 
solved to prevent their doing so. His de- 
cision was that they must first observe 
the usual custom of their forefathers, and 
especially must they join in the reed-dance, 
and that afterwards they might ‘join the 
Word of God.’ Moleme and the disciples 
were opposed to this course, as one which 
virtually obliged them to serve two mas- 
ters—a thing which, they said, God's 
word told them no one could do. I need 
not tell you what would be the result of 
resistance to the will of the chief in such 
a town as Montsioe’s: the consequent 
pisos, accusations, defences, and general 
loud talking in public ; the family strifes, 
the upbraidings, the asseverations, in pri- 
vate. All this was enacted among the 
Barolongs, when the young people resisted 
the will of their king, and broke off from 
the customs of their forefathers. 

‘*The next cause of offence was the re- 
fusal of the Christian young men and in- 
quirers to go to the hunt (lechulo) as ~ 
usual. This was followed by another 
‘crime,’ their refusal to join in digging 
the ‘garden of rain,’ tsimoea pula. This 
is, as you are aware, a heathen ceremony, 
and those who take part in it are of course 
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abettors of rain-making. Moleme and Jan, 
with the other believers and the inquirers, 
refusing to join in digging this ‘garden of 
rain,’ requested that, if the king wished 
a test of their loyalty he should appoint 
them another field, which they would be 
quite willing to dig at his command. ‘Do 
not accuse us of disobedience,’ said they 


to the chief; ‘you are still our father, and © 


in all things belonging to your kingdom 
we are still your most willing subjects ; 
only concerning our old customs and the 
Word of God, we have believed the lagger, 
have ‘entered into the Word,’ and t 
fore may not join in the dark deeds of our 
forefathers, who had not the knowledge 
which we possess.’ 

“Baffled in these endeavors, Montsioe 
had recourse to another plan. In theab- 


sence of the two chief men among the be- 
lievers, he gave out the order that on the 
following Sabbath there should be no 
meeting in the little chapel—all were to 
join in the usual singing and dancing by 
moonlight. In spite of the chief, the 


believers met as usual, led on and encour- 
aged by two women, whose names I for- 
get, but who certainly acted in a manner 
worthy of their Christianity. Finding 
that his command was unheeded, the 
chief resolved to scatter the little com- 
pany by terrifying the females, who he 
knew animated the rest. Accordingly, 
while one of the male members of the 
church was engaged in prayer, Montsioe 
appeared at the chapel door,a naked Eu- 
ropean sword in hand ; the services were 
interrupted, and doubtless many were 
terrified. Montsioe ordered the worship- 
pers immediately to disperse; but he was 
answered by one of the two women, that 
they were doing nothing but what was 
required of them as ‘people of God’s word,’ 
and that they should just go on with the 
service. Then followed what must have 
struck terror into many hearts, and 
what was meant to terrify all. The 
chief in a great rage, indignant at being 
opposed to the face by women, threatened 
the most dreadful things if they did not 
at once leave the place. I believe he ul- 
timately suceeded in clearing the chapel ; 


Miscellany.— Persecution among the Barolongs. [February, 


but he was utterly foiled, nevertheless, in 
his endeavor to put a stop to the regular 
meetings for worship, which were taking 
place up to the time of my visit. 

‘«But perhaps the most interesting part 
of this account remains to be told. Mont- 
sioe hasa daughter, not more than twenty 
years of age, who is married to a serious- 
thinfing young man, and who herself is 
h believer. After it had occurred to the 
chief to crush Christianity among his 
people, he felt of course that he must ‘be- 
gin at home.’ Accordingly he forbade 
his daughter to attend the public worship. 
He was obeyed in this ; but the heads of 
the church endeavored to make up to her 
what loss she might sustain by her obe- 
dience to this cruel command, by regu- 
larly sending one of their number to read 
portions of Seripture which had been read 
in the meeting, and to mention something 
of what tad been said. Montsioe finding 
this out, and learning that she continued 
to sing and to pray in private, separated 
her from her husband, and removed her 
to his own house. She was forbidden to 
read or pray, or, in short, to be a Chris- 
tian. The young disciple evaded part of 
this injunction by carrying about with 
her her Sechuana hymn book, whicp she 
read in her secret devotions. This being 
discovered she was ordered to doff her 
European clothing, and to return to hea- 
then attire, which it was supposed Would 
afford her no means of secreting books 
about her person. However, she was 
not to be baffled, but, with the assistance 
of the old women, contrived a place by 
which she still carries about with her the 
Sechuana hymn-book. She pays stolen 
visits to old Moleme, who encourages her 
to hold fast her confidence, and who, in 
giving me this account of her, said, ‘I 
fear not for her; the Spirit of God is 
strong within her.’ Being forbidden the 
company of Christians, she could only 
remain a few minutes in my company. 
I am not sure that she was allowed to at- 
tend the preaching, which was in the 
court and not in the chapel. 

‘*Were I to enter into all the interest- 
ing details of the condition of this people, 
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I should have to write a longer letter than 
time will permit. I shall just add that 
my visit to the Barolong has cheered my 
heart as @ missionary, and especially en- 
courages me to hope and believe that the 
Bechuanas—known to the world chiefly in 
connection with their filth and laziness— 
may yet in many cases, as in the present, 
force themselves into favorable notice on 
account of their steadfast simple faith in 
the gospel.—London Miss. Chron. 


THE COLLEGE AT SERAMPORE. 


For several years Dr. Carey and his col- 
leagues had been desirous of establishing 
an institution in which a higher and more 
complete education should be given to na- 
tive students, more especially to those of 
Christian parentage, and in which native 
preachers and schoolmasters, whose de- 
fects had long been severely felt, should 
be efficiently trained up. In the year 
1818 they determined to concentrate their 


exertions on the formation of a college 


which should supply these wants, and 
consolidate their plans for the spiritual 
and intellectual improvement of the coun- 
try. The times appeared favorable for 
such an attempt. The effect of Lord 
Hastings’ liberal views was felt through 
every vein of society, and associations for 
the improvement of the natives were 
springing up in every direction, and were 
supported in a spirit of unexampled lib- 
erality. 

On the 15th of July, therefore, they 
issued the prospectus of a ‘College for 
the instruction of Asiatic, Christian and 
other youth, in Eastern literature and 
European science.’’ It was drawn up by 
Dr. Marshman, in his peculiar and argu- 
mentative stylé, and announced in unequiv- 
ocal terms that the institution was intend- 
ed to be the handmaid of evangelization. 
It opened with the remark, that a more 
important object could scarcely engage the 
attention than the propagation of Chris- 
tianity in India, and that it must be 
effected by publishing the gospel in its 
native excellegce, and comparing it with 
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the system which then held possession of 
the native mind. Those who were to be 
employed in propagating it should be fa- 
miliar with the doctrines which were 
then held eacred in the country ; and this 
could not be attained without a knowl- 
edge of the language, the Sanscrit, in 
which they were enshrined. Hence the 
necessity of a college, in which the native 
Christian teacher might obtain full in- 
struction in the doctrines he was to com- 
bat and the doctrines he was to teach, 
and acquire a complete knowledge both 
of the sacred Scriptures, and of those 
philosophical and mythological dogmas 
which formed the soul of the Buddhist 
and Hjndu systems. While the native 
preacher remained ignorant of the prin- 
ciples on which the learned heathen built 
their arguments, his position as a public 
teacher was necessarily disadvantageous. 
If, it was remarked, the apostle Paul 
had been as ignorant of the philosophy of 
the Greeks, as both European and native 
teachers, with few exceptions, were of 
the Hindu system of philosophy and re- 
ligion, he could not have urged their own 
writings against them, or 80 efficiently 
fulfilled his mission. The oriental eru- 
dition of a few European missionaries did 
not supersede the necessity of giving the 
same advantage to the body of native 
teachers. A pundit, foiled by a Euro- 
pean disputant, who happened to be 
versed in the learning of the east, ascribed 
his discomfiture, not to the superior ex- 
cellence of the gospel, but to the national 
superiority of his opponent. He bowed 
to the genius of the nation which had es- 
tablished its dominion on the ruin of Hin- 
du and Mohammedan dynasties. ‘‘If 
ever,’’ said the prospectus, ‘‘the gospel 
stands in India, it must be by native op- 
posed to native in demonstrating its ex- 
cellence above all other systems.’’ 

In pursuance of these views, it was pro- 
posed to impart a thorough knowledge of 
Sanscrit to the students, that they might 
be enabled to understand the tenets and 
principles of the prevailing system. On 
the same principle instruction was to be 
given in Arabic, the canonical language 
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of Mohammedanism. The students were 
likewise to be thoroughly grounded in 
European science and knowledge, through 
the medium of epitomes published in their 
own language, and explained in lectures. 
But the English language was by no 
means to be excluded frum the circle of 
study. ‘Though it would be vain to at- 
tempt to enlighten a country through the 
medium of any language besides its own, 
it does not follow that English cannot be 
studied asa learned language, to great 
advantage, by youths of superior talent.”’ 
It was therefore intended that, after the 
student had completed his Sanscrit stud- 
ies, a select number should be enabled to 
acquire a complete knowledge of the Eng- 
lish language, ‘‘to enable them to dive 
into the deepest recesses of European 
science, and enrich their own language 
with its choicest treasures.’’ 

The college was likewise to include the 
formation of a normal school, and educate 
teachers in the science of instruction, and 
qualify them for organizing and manag- 
ing schools. It was likewise one of the 
chief objects of the institution to prepare 
a series of treatises in the vernacular 
tongues, to form the material of educa- 
tion in theschools. But it was to be con- 
sidered pre-eminently a divinity school, 
where Christian youths, of personal piety 
and aptitude for the work of an evangel- 
ist, should go through a complete course 
of instruction in Christian theology. The 
institution was to be open to native youths 
from all parts of India, without distinc- 
tion of caste or creed. Every native who 
supported himself, or was supported by 
benefactors, was to be admitted to all the 
benefits of the college. Christian youths 
of Asiatic parentage, of every denomina- 
tion, were to be admitted into it, with 
the understanding that the instruction 
should be divested of everything of a 
sectarian character. A library was to 
be formed, to include, in addition to 
works of classical and European litera- 
ture, every manuscript of any value, 
Sanserit or vernacular, which could be 
obtained in the country. A philosophi- 
cal apparatus was also to be provided, 
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and an edifice erected at Serampore suited 
to the objects of the institution. The 
government of the college was to be vested 
in the governor of Serampore for the time 
being, and the three senior missionaries. 

The expense of the establishment was 
calculated at 1960 rs. a month, which 
was considered sufficient to provide for 
two European professors at 250 rupees, 
and a classical English tutor at 200 ra- 
pees,a month. The pundits and native 
teachers were estimated at 450 rupees, 
and the expense of 150 students at 750 
rupees a month, and 60 rupees were al- 
lotted for prizes, monthly. The mission- * 
aries stated that it was highly desirable 
that an institution, intended to promote 
the cause of Christianity and the inter- 
ests of literature in India, should receive 
a character of stability; and they were 
desirous of raising a sum which, after 
providing for the expenses of the ground, 
the building, and the library, should form 
a fund for the permanent support of the 
college. They offered to subscribe 2500/ 
from their own resources, and asked the 
public to make such additions to it as to 
place the institution on a solid basis, and 
leave only a moderate supplement to be 
provided by annual subscriptions. Dr. 
Marshman had always entertained a strong 
objection to the complete’ endowment of 
any institution, on the ground that it 
could not, in that case, be prevented from 
going tosleep. He was anxious to secure 
just so much independence as might in- 
sure stability, without impairing the ne- 
cessity of a salutary reliance on the sup- 
port and confidence of the public. 

It may appear singular, at the present 
day, that the college at Serampore, found- 
ed by men who had been twenty years 
in India, and were intimately acquainted 
with its wants, should have been so 
strongly impressed with an oriental char- 
acter, and that the study of English lit- 
erature should have been postponed to 
that of Sanecrit. But it was their full 
conviction that the evangelization of the 
country must be accomplished through 
the vernacular tongues. The cultivation 
of Sanscrit was brought prominently for- 
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ward, not merely because it was the de- 
pository of these doctrines which Chris- 
tianity was to subvert, but also because 
it was the parent of oriental philology, 
and. the standard of literary purity and 
excellence. They were anxious that, in 
striving for the ascendency of evangelical 
truth, the Christian teacher should pos- 
sess the same popular advantages of liter- 
ary iufluence which were then enjoyed by 
the brahmins and pundits. They desired 
to bring the weight of oriental attainments 
into the scale of Christianity ; and they 
went so far as to contemplate the proba- 
bility of a period when Bacon, and Locke 
and the most eminent English divines, 
should appear in a Sanscrit dress, and su- 
persede the Dursunas and Pooranas. They 
dwelt on the fact, that in the early ages 
of Christianity its advocates met the Pagan 
philosophers on their own vantage ground, 
and combated them with their own weap- 
ons ; and they hoped to facilitate the prop- 
agation of Christian truth in India, by 
adopting a similar system. 

The idea that English might become 
the language of Christian civilization in 
India had as yet no practical exemplifica- 
tion. Hitherto it had been studied only 
because it opened the path to lucrative 
employment under the British govern- 
ment, like Persian under the Mohammed- 
ans. It was generally believed, at the 
time, that the students of the Hindu col- 
lege would not be induced to remain a 
sufficient time to mature their education, 
but would be withdrawn when they were 
sufficiently qualified for clerkships. Ex- 
perience has corrected these views. Hun- 
dreds of youths have been allowed by their 
parents to remain in that institution long 
enough to acquire a perfect mastery of 
dur language, and to become as familiar 
with its classical authors as the graduates 
of Cambridge and Oxford. This enlight- 
ened education has carried them ahead of 
their national creed, and the influence of 
Hinduism has been supplanted by the in- 
fluence of English literature and European 
science. The hold of the Hindu system 
on the upper classes in native society has 
been weakened, not by the process of ar- 
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gumentation, but by the contempt which 
necessarily results from the introduction 
of higher and nobler ideas. This effect 
of a complete English education was not 
known, and could not have been antici- 
pated at that period. If it had been fore- 
seen, the missionaries would doubtless 
have modified their plans, as they did at 
a subsequent period, and given greater 
prominence to the cultivation of English. 
—J. C. Marshman. 


PERSECUTION OF BAPTISTS IN RUSSIA. 


In the three parts where Baptist 
churches are diffused within the Russian 
empire, they have to endure many strug 
gles and difficulties in the public exercise 
of their faith. These three centres are— 

1. Kurland, where the Baptist com- 
munities at the beginning of the year 
numbered 130 members, forming the sta- 
tion of Memel. In this province there 
are but few Baptists that have not in- 
curred some penalty, either corporal or 
pecuniary. Women even have been led 
from town to town loaded with chains, 
because they were not afraid to confess 
their faith. But two of the most active 
pastors have been required to suffer as 
the foremost. One of these was kept in 
the prison of Windau from the 15th of 
September, 1860, to the end of the year 
1862, the other has already sojourned in 
several dungeons. Not long ago he had 
been released; but at the end of a few . 
days they shut him up again, because he 
would not promise to abstain from hold- 
ing further assemblies, and from admin- 
istering baptism and the eucharist. A 
petition presented to his majesty the em- 
peror at St. Petersburg was graciously 
received, but has, up to the present mo- 
ment, had no effect. On the contrary, 
the measures adopted against the Bap- 
tists are but becoming more and more rig- 
orous. At Memel it is forbidden to at- 
tend the meetings for edification, and the 
preachers are unable to visit the members 
of their congregations. 

2. The South of Russia. Several con- 
versions have here been effected, and sev- 
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enty-seven members of Baptist communi- 
ties are already numbered. Several con- 
gregations have been recently formed ; but 
here also a persecution has been raging, 
and the authorities have taken the most 
rigorous measures against such as allow 
themselves to be baptized; so that a de- 
sire is evidently cherished of expelling the 
sect entirely from the country. The 
teachers of the community are naturally 
smitten the most severely ; and three of 
them are at present in prison. In the 
hope of terminating these deplorable pro- 
ceedings, the most influential of these di- 
rectors set out to intercede with the min- 
istry at St. Petersburg. We know not 
as yet the results of this step; but the 
zeal of the converts, in spite of persecu- 
tion, has never once belied itself; within 
locks and under rods there has not been 
one of them unfaithful to his belief. 


3. Russian Poland, where the religious 
movement is much more remarkable. In 
1858 several central missions were formed 
there, and in the month of December of 
that same year, the preacher of the Bap- 
tist congregation of Stolzenberg in East 
Prussia having entered Poland, was im- 
prisoned at Pultusk, but released at the 
end of six days, after an examination in 
which he declared that the Baptists rec- 
ognize the principles of the evangelical 
church. Among the new converts there 
was a Lutheran doctor named Alf, who 
had been deprived by a consistory. Im- 
mediately after his conversion, he went to 
study at the Baptist Seminary of Ham- 
burg, whence he afterward returned to 
Poland, in order to direct the congrega- 
tions. For the space of a year he was al- 
lowed freely to perform the functions of 
his ministry ; but a persecution soon arose. 
In May, 1861, he was constrained by the 
orders of the authorities to betake him- 
self to Pultusk, where he was threatened 
with imprisonment in case he pursued his 
missionary labors. Shortly after, five 
members of the congregation, who resided 
in a German village, were, at the demand 
of the Lutheran preacher, arrested and 
carried fifteen miles further, loaded with 
chains like the vilest criminals. In some 
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other places besides, the Lutheran clergy 
began to persecute the Baptists violently. 
One pastor ordered his parishioners, if 
any Baptist came to settle among them, 
to chase him from the village with sticks. 
In the month of October, Alf the preach- 
er, on the deposition of a Lutheran preach- 
er, was seized in one of his circuits, and 
passed four days among thieves and vag- 
abonds. Yet, notwithstanding all these 
vexations, and notwithstanding the men- 
aces of the clergy, people rushed in crowds 
to the Baptist preachers, and in that very 
place a congregation was formed, which, 
towards the end of the year, numbered 
340 members. The civil authority was 
not adverse to them, but allowed itself to 
be drawn into the severest proceedings 
against them by the unceasing represen- 
tations of the Lutheran clergy, that they 
were @ class dangerous to public security. 
In the month of April of the present year, 
Alf, having presented a petition to the 
civil authorities, a decree appeared that 
he should be rigorously kept in bonds, 
that only the smallest possible allowance 


_ of liberty should be granted to the Bap- 


tists, and that they should be kept under 
the strictest surveillance. 

Two days after the publication of this 
edict, a fanatical erowd came to pull Alf 
from his bed, and carry him to Munsk, 
where he passed several days in prison, 
and was then conveyed to Radzimin.— 
‘*There,’’ as he writes to the Missionary 
Journal, ‘‘my hands were fastened with 
iron chains, and I was in that state com- 
pelled to proceed three miles in order to 
reach Warsaw. I remained a whole day 
without eating or drinking. By two 
o’clock in the afternoon I arrived at War- 
saw, where I was imprisoned within mas- 
sive iron doors and thick walls. I was 
led before the superintendent, who, after 
having stripped me of all that I had,— 
clothes, money, and carpet-bag,—had me 
led to a small apartment, of which the 
door was then closed upon me. There 
was @ narrow window in it, through 
which I could only see a small patch of 
sky. I was exhausted with hunger.— 
Providence sent to relieve me a sailor, 
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who visited me in my prison. This man 
took pity upon me when he learned the 
cause of my imprisonment, and took care 
to have me supplied with bread. Two 
days afterwards I was put upon prison 
diet. I slept upon my hammock. In 
this state I had to remain three weeks, 
during all which I saw no one except my 
jailor and the sailor whom I have men- 
tioned. At length, at the end of this pe- 
riod, I was put into another cell, which 
was opened from six in the morning till 
six in the evening, during which time I 
was at liberty to walk about.’’ 

His imprisonment lasted till the 14th 
of June. During this interval the Lu- 
theran preacher came to see the prisoner 
in the hope of converting him, and had 
with him a long theological argument, 
which could not have had any result, on 
account of the position of the two antag- 
onists. During Alf’s detention, all the 
Baptist assemblies had been dissolved, and 
the members imprisoned. present,”’ 
he writes, on the 30th June, ‘‘all the 
brethren are at liberty, except those who 
are still in the prisons at Warsaw, who 
will soon, however, as 1 have heard, be 
released. As for me, I am free, but ex- 
pecting my condemnation. The Luther- 
an clergy have persuaded the authorities 
that we are state criminals. The Consis- 
tory demanded that I might be again 
loaded with irons; but my advocate re- 
sisted, and succeeded in his efforts. I 
presented a new petition to the governor, 
in which I claimed to be indemnified for 
my last imprisonment, and permitted 
freely to exercise my ministerial func- 
tions, but I much fear I shall not be more 
successful than on the former occasions.”’ 
Translated for The News of the Churches 
from La Croix.” 


EVANGELIZATION IN ELBA. 


We lay before our readers a letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Hall, of Florence, Italy, 
missionary of the American and Foreign 
Christian Union, giving an account of 
the progress of the gospel in the Island of 
Elba. The Union has now two mission- 


Miscellany. — Evangelization in Elba. 


aries and a colporteur in the island, and 
two mission stations ; one at Portoferraio, 
and one lately established at Rio Marina : 

“You will be glad to learn that the 
work of evangelization undertaken by the 
American and Foreign Christian Union, 
is prospering. In the Island of Elba, es- 


. pecially, most interesting and important 


results have been already secured. The 
service established at P.io Marina has from 
the beginning been growing in interest 
and numbers, till now every seat is occu- 
pied by attentive and earnest hearers of 
the gospel. There is much more spiritu- 
ality and religious life at Rio than at 
Portoferraio. In April last, when the 
service was commenced at Rio Marina, 
Mr. Marchand had to pass through many 
difficulties, and such a degree of opposi- 
tion from all sorts of people, priests, men, 
women and children, as might justly be 
called persecution. The house in which 
he held his religious services was often 
surrounded by lewd fellows of the baser 
sort, whose screams, trumpets, and ket- 
tle-drum music sometimes rendered his 
preaching inaudible. He was hooted at 
in the streets, stones were thrown at him, 
and threats uttered against him. Chil- 
dren were taught to flee at his approach, 
as a Protestant and heretic, to be shunned 
asa pestilence ; and if he entered a house, 
old women sprinkled his footsteps or the 
chair on which he sat, with ‘holy water.’ 
These persecutions for a time seriously 
threatened the success, if not the existence 
of the mission. 

**But God heard the prayers of his peo- 
ple, specially offered for the restoration 
of quiet and peace in the religious servi- 
ces. After repeated complaints, the civil 
authorities interposed, and arrested sev- 
eral boys, who were the mere instruments 
of the priests and others who opposed the 
mission. These persons were brought be- 
fore the court in Portoferraio, and were 
admonished that a repetition of their of- 
fence would subject them to certain and 
severe punishment. Since then the Sun- 
day and other services have been peaceful” 
and uninterrupted, and the brethren, 
who at one time feared they should lose 
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the evangelist through persecution, have 
wept tears of joy and gratitude at being 
able to worship God according to their 
consciences, with none to molest or make 
afraid. 

‘Meetings are held four or five even- 
ings in the week for the study of the 
Scriptures. They are attended by about 
thirty adults. A passage of Scripture is 
read, questions are freely asked, and ex- 
planations offered, and, as far as possible, 
the lessons interpreted by references to 
other portions of the Bible. Thus these 
persons to whom the Word of God has 
been a ‘sealed book,’ and who for truth 
have been taught to receive the doctrines 
and commandments of man, begin at once 
to ‘search the Scriptures’ to see ‘whether 
these things are so.’ This method of 
studying the Bible has been attended with 
the best results, and the minds of the peo- 
ple are interested in the book which can 
benefit them more than any other, and of 
which it has been the policy of the church 
of Rome to keep thém in ignorance. They 
will never be likely to lose the benefits se- 
cured by these Bible classe. 

Another important work has been be- 
gun at Rio Marina. A school for girls 
has been established; a pious and well- 
instructed woman, a member of the con- 
gregation at Rio, and who has formerly 
taught a few children privately, is the 
teacher. The school now numbers sixteen 
scholars.”’— Christian World. 


STATISTICS OF CHRISTIANS AND 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS IN TURKEY. 


The Star of the East, a journal pub- 
lished at Constantinople, affords the fol- 
lowing particulars on the Christian 
schools, and on the number of Christians 
in the Turkish empire. These are de- 
rived, according to that journal, from the 
bureau of the Ministry of Public Instruc- 
tion in Turkey:— ~ 

At Constantinople and in the environs, 
Schools, 144 ; professors, 472; pupils of 
both sexes, 16,217. Subjects of instruc- 
tion, general history, sacred history, 
philosophy, the Catechism, grammar ; 
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mythology, geography, arithmetic, ge- 
ometry, physics, theology, ethics, cali- 
graphy ; of languages, the Greek, French, 
Turkish, Latin, ete. 

In Roumelia and the Isles of the Archi- 
pelago, schools, 1,692; professors, 1,747 ; 
pupils of both sexes, 87,231. Subjects of 
instruction, the Greek and Bulgarian 
languages, and in certain schools, arith- 
metic, geometry, geography, history, cal- 
igraphy, and the French and German 
languages. 

In Anatolia and Arabia, schools, 726 ; 
professors, 903 ; pupils of both sexes, 34,- 
959. Subjects of instruction, the gospel 
and the Psalms ; of languages, the Arabic, 
Turkish, Ohaldaic, Syriac, Greek, and 
Armenian; history, geography, music, 
and manual labor. Total, schools, 1,- 
562; professors, 3,122; pupils (both 
sexes included), 138,387. 

In Constantinople itself, and in the sub- 
urbs, there are counted 127 schools; of 
which 77 are Greek, with 6,477 pupils; 
37 Armenian, 6,528 pupils ; 5 Protestant, 
82 pupils; and 8 Catholic, 509 pupils. 
The Greek schools are divided into two 
categories, 45 inferior or “‘allelodidactic,’’ 
so termed from the system of mutual in- 
struction adopted in them, and 25 Hellen- 
ie schools or gymnasia, in which the prin- 
cipal subject of instruction is the Greek 
language. 

As to the Christian population, Turkey 
in Earope numbers, according to the 
Etoile d’Orient, 11,370,000 orthodox per- 
sons, and 330,000 Protestants ; and Asiat-— 
ie Turkey, 2,360,000 Armenians, and 
990,000 Catholics.— News of the Churches. 


THE SAMOAN ISLANDS. 


The Samoans are a group of islands in 
the South Pacific Ocean, of volcanic ori- 
gin, moderate height, and beautifully di- 
versified, the highest mountains possessing 
an elevation of some four thousand or five 
thousand feet. The larger islands con- 
tain some splendid valleys and large tracts 
of finest land, being well watered and en- 
livened by numerous streams or water- 
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falls, and are said to be clothed with a 
richer verdure even than the lovely island 
of Tahiti. 

The inhabitants are a fine people, gen- 
erally above the middle size, of a reddish 
brown color, with black hair and fine 
dark eyes, not unlike Europeans in fea- 
ture, and capable of high intellectual and 
moral cultivation. In their heathen state 
they were fearfully degraded, and idola- 
try, and all the crimes which follow in 
its train, prevailed among them. 

The light of the gospel first broke on 
this dark land in 1830, when John Wil- 
liams planted on its shores the first native 
teachers from the Society Islands. Nor 
was this the only effort. In 1832 some 
natives of Ravavai, one of the Austral Is- 
lands, nearly two thousand miles distant, 
having been driven by contrary winds out 
of their course, after drifting on the ocean 
a long time, reached Tanna, the eastern 
Samoan Island, and, being Christians, 
began to teach the natives what they 
knew, and gathered around them a few 
converts. ‘Thus in various quarters hea- 
thenism was attacked, and it broke down 
rapidly, Congregations were raised up, 
and the necessity for native teachers be- 
came evident. A mission seminary was 
begun in 1844, where, up to the present 
time, three hundred natives have been 
taught, of whom one hundred and thirty- 
one are laboring in Samoa, or the new 
missions to the westward. 

This most useful Institution costs but 
very little money. Perhaps there is not 
in the whole world an instance in which 
more good is done at so little expense. 
Fifty pounds sterling a year, nearly all 
that is wanted to buy tools, stationery, 
and clothes for the students, is raised by 
the children of the Sabbath schools at 
Hobart Town. - Every student has a plot 
of ground, upon which he grows yams, 
taro, bananas, and other food, most of 
which goes to supply himself and his 
family, and the remainder he is allowed 
tosell. Besides these separate allotments, 
many cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees grow 
upon the grounds of the institution, the 
fruit of which is fairly divided among the 
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students ; and then, if they can spare the 
time, they are at liberty to go out and 
fish. 

They are never idle. As soon as the 
day dawns the bell rings. After spend- 
ing some time in reading and prayer, they 
work or fish until eight o’clock. Then 
the bell rings again. All bathe and 
breakfast, and then from nine o’clock un- 
til four they are busy in getting that 
knowledge which, with God’s blessing, is 
to fit them for future usefulness. The 
evening is spent as they may prefer, in 
the garden or the workshop, or in catch- 
ing fish for their suppers. After family 
worship, they read, write, or converse un- 
til half past nine, when the bell rings for 
bed. 
The Samoan Seminary is only one of 
three institutions in which Christian na- 
tives are trained for God’s work in the 


‘South Seas. We cannot show their value 


better than by giving one or two instances 
of the kind of men who have been trained — 
up in these institutions. 

Striking Changes.—These were brought 
about through the instrumentality of a 
native of that once barbarous but now 
lovely spot, Savage Island, who was taken 
to Samoa, and in the institution was led 
to love Jesus Christ, and there became 
prepared to serve Him. In 1846, and 
after sixteen years of vain endeavors to 
place a teacher on those shores, Penia- 
mina was landed there. Many were the 
fears of the missionaries for his safety, 
and many were the prayers they offered 
on his behalf; and there was reason to 
tremble and to pray. But though the 
good man knew the danger into which he 
was going, he was ready to brave it, and 
even to lay down his life for the sake of 
the Lord Jesus. 

The night of his landing was dark and 
stormy. Having with him a canoe from 
Samoa, and a chest containing his little 
property, the natives were alarmed lest 
these things should bring disease into 
their land; but they were still more 
afraid of him than of his goods, and there- 
fore an armed crowd collected around him 
and expressed a desire to take his life, 
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In a mild and kind tone he reasoned with 
them, told them he was not a god, that 
he could not bring disease among them, 
and that he was merely a man and one 
of themselves. He then explained to them 
why he had come. It was to tell them 
the wonderful truths and the good tidings 
he had learned at Samoa. Then he spoke 
to them about the great God and the 
gracious Saviour ; about heaven, hell, sin, 
and salvation. But he did more. In the 
midst of this wild and wondering crowd, 
he knelt down and offered prayer on their 
behalf. The hearts of some were touch- 
ed, but others cried out still for his life. 
*‘Let us kill him now,’ they said; ‘let 
us do it while he is alone, and before 
disease breaks out: by and by others will 
join him, and then it will be a hard mat- 
ter.’’ 

But God preserved this bold and faith- 
ful man. He had already raised up some 
friends for him ; yet none of them would 
let him sleep in their huts. That first 
night was a weary time to Peniamina ; 
for it rained heavily, and, like his great 
Master, he had not where to lay his head. 
Next day he opened his chest, and show- 
ed the people his property. Some things 
were stolen, and others he gave away, 
until nothing was left for himself. Was 
it wonderful that success should reward 
such a spirit of courage and compassion ? 
And if such is a specimen of the men 
prepared in the Samoan Seminary, no 
other proof is needed of the value of that 
institution. 

Our hearts are often crying, say the 
native Polynesian Christians, because of 
the wickedness of the people of this land ; 
but we are not quite without joy. Our 
work is a work of joy, and Jesus is ful- 
filling his word, “Lo! I am with you, 
even to the end of the world.’ 

Many Christian teachers have become 
martyrs in the great work of spreading 
the gospel. Among these were Samuela 
and his wife, who were murdered by the 
savages of Futuna. As they were much 
loved by their Christian friends in Samoa, 
there was great sorrow for their death ; 
but that seemed only to quicken the desire 
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in others to go forth on the same dangerous 
errand. Ata public meeting the mission- 
ary described to the people what had taken 
place. ‘*Tears,’’ he writes, Samuela 
and his wife were freely shed, while all 
seemed united in a sentiment beautifully 
expressed by one of our native teachers, 
who has since offered to go forth to the 
same work. ‘It is well,’ he said, ‘that 
they have fallen in the cause of Christ. 
They did not fall from their Christian 
profession. They are now with Jesus, 
which is far better. How many have 
fallen while fighting, or seeking after 
worldly gain, and yet how many are 
found pursuing the same thing; and 
shall we, because our brethren have fallen 
by the hands of those they went to save, 
fear to press forward in the same cause ? 
No!’ "—Missionary Advocate. 


THE GOSPEL IN CHINA. 


Mr. Blodget, a missionary of the Amer- 
ican Board, writes: ‘In travelling and 
preaching in China, I have observed as 
great a difference between different towns 
and cities in regard to their reception of 
the messenger and the message, as be- 
tween different individuals of the same 
place. During a recent journey to Shansi, 
we found ourselves, one Saturday night, 
at a town among the mountains, called 
Haooug Ken. We had hoped to reach a 
city beyond, but being exceedingly weary, 
were content to rest here. On the next 
day, we walked out upon a neighboring 
hill. A crowd followed us at some dis- 
tance. We entered a temple upon the 
top. It was soon filled with Chinese, 
and we began conversation in an easy, 
quiet way, as became our wearied bodies. 
Every word seemed to be easily compre- 
hended. Minds seemed to be awake. 
We went on, step by step, unfolding the 
doctrine of the cross and of the judgment, 
and in the end exhorting our hearers to 
flee from the wrath to come, and embrace 
the Saviour. All were interested; but 
two persons, one a middle aged and the 
other @ young man, were more impressed 
than the others. They comprehended the 
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outline of Christian truth. We urged 
them at once to become Christians. They 
spoke and looked as if to say : ‘But how ? 
But when? But where? You are here 
to day and away to-morrow. Who will 
show us the way? Who will lead us on?’ 
The best answer we could make was, to 
_ urge them to come to Tientsin, learn the 
way, and return to teach others. ‘How 
shall they believe in Him of whom they 
have not heard, and how shall they hear 
without a preacher, and how shall they 
preach except they be sent? ”—Miss 
Her. 


DONATIONS. 
Receivep 1x December, 1862. 


Maine. 


Warren, Ladies’ Bap. For. Miss. 
Soc., Mra. Eliza A. Kennedy 
tr., 12; Mrs. Keziah Counce, 
of wh. 3 is for Bibles for the 
Karens, 13; Jefferson, lst ch. 
and soc..5; Bangor, lst ch., 
of wh. 25 is fr. the Sab. Sch., 
Abram Moor tr., 125; Bethel, 
ch. 3; Kennebunkport, M. J. 
Prescott 8.10; Eden, ch. 5; 

York Asso., Geo. W. Roberts 
tr., 


171.10 


— 211,10 


New Hampshire, 
Lebanon, ch., mon. con. 2.25; 
Henniker, Mrs. Silas Colby 
2; East Washington, ch. 11; 
North Stratford, ch., mon. 
con. 2; 


Vermont, 
Manchester, ch., 3 members 
Massachusetts. 


“Massachusetts” 

Boston, Dea. Dwight Wheelock 
100; Baldwin Place ch., A. 
G. Stimson tr., 73.03; 

Newton Centre, lst ch., of wh. 
23.67 is mon con. and 25 fr. 
Rev. J. G. Warren, D.D., 48. 
-67; Newton, Upper Falls, 
ch., Miss Eliza Jameson, for 
the Bassein Mission, 10; So. 
Dedham, ch., A. Boyden tr., 
22; Randolph, ch., G. A. 
Tolman tr.,° 39; 

Rev. D. F. Lamson 2; 

Haverhill, lst ch., Geo. Apple- 
ton tr., 200; Lawrence, ‘‘M. 
B,” quarterly contrib. 5; “E. 
J. 0.” 3; 1st ch., Charles F, 
Crocker tr., 22.73; South 
Chelmsford, lst ch. 12; 
Chelmsford, Central eh., La- 
dies’ Burman School Soc., Miss 
Miriam Warren tr., 20; Mid- 
diefield, ch., several members, 


121.67 


Donations. 


of wh. 4 is fr. Rev. L. Holmes 
275.73 


13; 
Westfield Asso., Edwin Chase’ 
tr. 107.50 


Rhode Island. 


Providence, F. W., of wh. 25 is 
for nat. pr., care of Rev. B.C. 
Thomas, Henthada, and 50 
for the Shan Mission, to be 
expended by Rev. M. H. Bix- 
by, Toungoo, Burmah, 75; 
Pawtucket, Mrs. Catharine 
Waterman 10; 

Connecticut. 

Essex, colls. per Mr. Jared E. 
Redfield, 4.25; Middletown, 
David Stevens 1; New Lon- 
don, Peter D. Irish 5; Bris- 
tol, soc., Asahel Brocket tr. 
34.84; 

Bap. State Convention, W. Gris- 
wold tr., Hartford, South ch. 

228; College st. ch. 3; Clif- 
ton, ch. 9.50; Andrew Clark 
2; 242.50 
287.59 
New York. 


Rochester, German ch., coll. at 
fem. prayer meeting, 4; Sar- 
dinia, ch. 2; Yonkers, Mt. 
Olivet ch. 60; Gorham, Mrs. 
Bethiah Douglass 1; Clifton, 
ch. 4.50; Jordanville, Sab. 
Sch., of wh. 24 ots. are from 
Emma Hyde, 26 cts. from Ce- 
lia A. E. Bolton, 23 cts. from 
Violette Belshaw, 25 cts. from 
Amos Hollister Bolton, and 
16 cts. from Howard Hyde, 
1.14; Adams Village, ch., 
mon. con. 11.27; Arcadia, 
Sidney Wilder 1.50; Spencer- 
rt, Sargent Bagley 10; 
aumont, J. M. Torrey 10; 105.41 
Springport, Curtis Coe 3; Sci- 
io, a sister 20; per Rev. Wm. 
ean D.D., 23,00 
Erie Asso., David Barrell tr., 
22.37; D. Starkweather 10; 
per Rey. 0. Dodge, agent, 
Hudson River North Asso., 
Kingston, ch. per Rev. 0. D., 


32.37 


agent, 17.25 

Hudson River Central Asso., 
Rondout, Thomas Cornell, to 
cons* Joseph’ Cornell and” 
George B. Hibbard H. L. M., 
250; Peekskill, ch. 16; per 
Rev. 0. D., agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., 
Brooklyn, Elizabeth Ward 
10; Greenwood, Sab. Sch. 5; 
Mariners Harbor, ch. 17.85; 
per Rey. 0. D., agent, 

Cortland Asso., Cortland, ch. 6; 
Homer, ch., of wh. 40 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., Miss L. Chittenden 
tr., to sup. students in Rev. 
E. B. Cross’ school, Toungoo, 
Burmah, 83; per Rev. 0. D., 


t, 
Ouondage @. W. Harris 


32.85 


tr., 27; Rev. E. P. Brigham | 


1; Mrs. H. McCumber, to sup. 
nat. prs., care Mrs. M. B. In- 
galls, Rangoon, Burmah, 100; 
per Rey. 0. D., agent, 
Franklin Asso., M. L. 
Bostwick, per Rev. 0. D., 


agent, 


New Jersey. 
West N. J. Asso., Roadstown, 
lst Cohansy ch., per Rev. J. 


French, agent, 
Central N. J. Asso., Hamilton 


agent, 
East N. J. Asso., Hoboken, ch. 


4.80; Port Monmouth, ch. 1ll- 
37; "Red Bank, ch. i2; per 
Rev. 0. Dodge, agent, 


Pennsylvania. 

Upland, Samuel A. Crozer 
500; Belmont, Welzh ch. 5; 
Minersville, Welsh ch. 5; 
South Auburn, Huldah Greg- 
Bethany, Ann E. Tor- 


Pittaburg Asso., 
ch. 50.62; 4th ch. 1; Un 
ch. 3; Sharpsburg, ch. (9.17 
less 1 bad bill) 8.17; Freeport, 
ch. 6.75; per Rev. J. French, 


agent, 

Centre Asso., Shaver’s Creek, 
ch., per Rev. J. F., agent, 
Northumberland Asso., Briar 
Creek, ch. 2.75; Selims Grove, 
ch. 6.35; per Rev. J. F., 


agent, 

Centre Union Asso., Phoenix- 
ville, ch. 26.50; Beulah, ch. 
9.04; per Rev. J. F., agent, 

North Philadelphia Asso., Mt. 
Pleasant, ch., per Rev. J. F., 


agent, 

Philadelphia Asso., West Phil- 
adelphia, Ist ch. 100; Potts- 
ville, Miss M. M. Allen 3; 
Lower Merion, ch. 10; Chest- 
nut Hill, ch. 12.48; per Rev. 


F., agent, 


Delaware. 
Wilmington, John Mangold 
Wilmington, Ist ch., per Rev. 
J. French, agent, 


Indiana. 
Goshen, a friend 
Madison Asso., Dupont, Hiram 
ray, by Rev. A. 8. Ames, 
per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 


Illinois. 
Alton, Sab. Sch., for Rev. Dr. 
Binney’s theol. school, Bur- 


Chicago Asso., Crystal Lake 

ch., pon Rev. S. M. Osgood, 

For Ri River Asso., Sandwic, ch., 
per Rev. 5. M. 0., ag: t, 


128.00 


10.00 
—— 703.88 


34.46 


29.77 


28.17 


125.48 


— 763.17 
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rg Asso., Ontario, 


agent, 
Quincy Asso., Belmont, ch. Jo- 
seph B. Cooper, per Rev. 8. 


M. 0., agent, 


Towa. 
Burlington Asso., Burl m, 
Ist ch., per Rev. Oe 
good, agent, 
Central Asso., Knoxville, A. H. 
Vierson, per Rev. 8. M. 0., 


agent, 


Michigan. 


Michigan Asso., Oxford, Miss 


Evilla Hollister, per Rev. 8. 
M. » agent, 
Minn 


Minnesota Asso., Belle Plaine, 
ch. 2.50; Jordan, ch. 2.50; 
Lakeland, ch., Rev. E. Mun- 
ger and wife 5, and little son 
9 ots; 5.09; per Rev. 8. M. 


Osgood, agent, 
Ohio. 


Miami Asso., Cincinnati, Ninth 
st. ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Rev. W. 
F. Nelson, per Rev. 8. M. Os- 
good, agent, 

Miami Union Asso., Dayton, 
lst ch., per Rev. 5. M. 0., 


Streetsboro, a 


agent, 
Portage Asso., 
8. M. 0., 


friend, per Rey. 
agent, 


Wisconsin. 
Janesville Asso., Union, ch. 2; 
Beloit, ch., per Rev. 8. M. Os- 
good, a, gent, 
lone Shore Asso., Sheboygan, 
ch., per Rev. 8. M.0 +, agent, 


10.09 


9.00 
18.00 


District of Columbia. 


Washington, a friend of mis- 


sions 
Kentucky. 
O’Bannon, Mrs. L. F. Gowdy 


10.00 
1.00 


In Foreign Countries. 


France, Mission chs., per Rev. 
A. Dez, 223.91; colls. fr. Eng- 
land, Scotland and other 


Legacies. 
Plainfield, N. H., Rev. Samuel 
W. Miles, per Earl Westgate, 


r. 
mh N. Y., Joshua Harpham, 
per Alvah Travor, atty., in 


$6 
Total from April 1 to Dec. 31, 1862, $37,- 
486.29. 


$5417.69 


509.00 


— 1300.00 
717.69 


Donations. 
of w 
Moore, per Rev. 8. M. 0., 
9.00 
| 
2.00 
12.38 
Square, ch., per Rev. J. F. | 20.00 ease 
1. 
— 92.40 
516.00 
35.69 
69.54 
3.00 47.70 
: 3.00 
9.10 — 86.39 
35.54 
27.00 
1.00 
6,00 sources, per Rey. A. Dez, 
2118; 2341.91 
5.00 
3.00 
— 8.00 
11.70 part, 8 
14.64 


